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SCHMARYA  LEVIN 
TRIBUNE  OF  HIS  PEOPLE 

WORDS  are  powerless  to  ex- 
press the  sorrow  that  fills 
Jewish  hearts  all  over  the 
world  since  learning  the  sad  news  of 
the  death  of  that  great  and  beloved 
leader,  Dr.  Schmarya  Levin. 

Very  few  men  in  Jewish  life  of 
our  generation  have  played  the  great 
and  important  role  in  reawakening  the 
Jewish  national  consciousness  that  he 
was  privileged  to  play.  He  was  primar- 
ily the  philosopher  of  the  Jewish  re- 
nascence; and  he  had  the  rare  gift  of 
putting  these  philosophic  concepts  in 
such  simple  language  that  the  humblest 
Jew  could  understand  and  appreciate 
their  significance.  His  gifts  as  orator 
were  unique.  He  could  hold  his  aud- 
ience spellbound  for  hours  by  his  bril- 
liance, his  keen  analytic  powers,  his 
imagery  and  above  all.  his  sparkling 
wit. 

The  writer  regards  it  as  one  of  his 
blessed  privileges  that  he  was  able  to 
visit  him  several  times  in  his  recent 
visit  to  Palestine.  He  found  him  bed- 
ridden, suffering  from  the  attacks  of 
that  severe  ailment  which  was  the  cause 
of  his  death.  Yet  even  in  these  hours 
of  pain,  his  lips  poured  forth  words 
of  unforgettable  wisdom  and  brilliance. 
Between  his  attacks,  he  would  write 
the  chapters  of  what  will  undoubtedly 
be  his  immortal  autobiography.  Alas, 
that  it  could  not  be  completed !  Those 
of  us  who  read  the  volumes  that  have 
already  appeared  in  English :  "Child- 
liood  in  Exile"  and  "Youth  in  Revolt" 
know  how  much  we  shall  miss  the  non- 
completion  of  that  classic  talc  of  a 
most  fascinating  life. 

For  what  he  has  achieved  in  the 
cause  of   Jewish   rebirth,  Schmarya 


Levin's  name  will  be  cherished  by  a 
grateful  people  throughout  all  the  ages 
to  come. 


A  GERMAN  AMERICAN 
CHALLENGES  HITLERISM 
IN  AMERICA 

ONE  of  the  distresing  factors 
of  the  Nazi  outbreak  is  the  fact 
that  even  here  in  America, 
w'here  liberty  and  democracy  are  sup- 
posed to  be  lofty  ideals  of  all  its  cit- 
izens, there  are  found  thousands  of 
Germans  who  openly  flaunt  American 
democracy  by  their  espousal  of  the 
Nazi  creed  of  hatred  and  brute  force. 

It  is  therefore  refreshing  to  note  the 
work  of  a  fine  American  of  German 
descent,  Eugene  F.  Grigat.  a  fellow 
Brooklynite,  who  is  making  it  his  life 
work  to  bring  home  to  his  fellow  Ger- 
man-Americans the  danger  to  the 
principles  of  Americanism  that  lie  in 
an  alliance  with  the  Nazi  propagan- 
dists. 

In  a  pamphlet  entitled  "Old  Glory 
or  Swastika",  this  true  American  gives 
a  vivid  picture  of  the  scoundrels,  in 
the  pay  of  the  Nazi  murderers  who 
are  endeavoring,  by  playing  on  pass- 
ions and  emotions,  to  lead  the  German- 
Americans  away  from  American  ideals 
of  life.  Like  a  prophet,  he  cries  to  his 
fellow  German- Americans :  "Ameri- 
cans of  German  descent  and  Germans 
in  this  country.  Awake !  It  is  up  to 
every  one  of  us  to  crush  that  thousand- 
headed  deadly  menace,  and  destroy  it 
once  and  for  all.  Do  not  permit  that 
cancer  to  grow,  do  not  treat  it.  Let 
us  cut  it  out,  root  and  all!" 

In  this  well-written  booklet,  he  gives 
us  a  detailed  account  of  the  rise  of  the 
"Friends  of  New  Germany",  of  the 
work  of  its  racketeer  leaders,  and  how 


they  prey  upon  the  simple-minded 
members,  eighty  percent  of  zvhom  arc 
arc  not  American  citizens! 

In  order  to  accomplish  his  task,  he 
and  a  small  group  of  like-minded  Am- 
erican citizens  of  German  birth  or 
ancestry,  have  founded  the  "America 
First  and  Always  Society".  The  Re- 
c'/cTi-  is  happy  to  greet  this  new  organ- 
ization and  to  extend  to  it  and  its 
founder  the  sincerest  wishes  of  all 
true  Americans,  and  the  hope  that 
they  may  succeed  in  warding  ofif  Naz- 
ism in  our  beloved  land,  a  movement 
which  comprises  one  of  the  greatest 
menaces  that  ever  threatened  Ameri- 
can Democracv. 


A  RECORD  YEAR  COMES 
TO  A  CLOSE 

THIS  month  marks  the  close  of 
the  season  of  most  of  the  activi- 
ties in  our  Center.  It  is  encour- 
aging to  those  who  guide  the  work  of 
our  institution  to  note  that  though 
sixteen  years  have  passed  since  our 
work  began,  this  season  witnessed  the 
climax  in  nearly  every  field  of  our  ac- 
tivities. The  record  congregations  that 
crowded  our  synagogue  every  Frida\- 
night,  the  interest  that  our  public 
forum  maintains  in  our  community,  the 
fine  achievements  of  all  our  schools, 
the  enthusiastic  response  which  our 
Institute  of  Jewish  Studies  for  Adults 
has  received,  the  success  that  has  mark- 
ed the  work  of  our  other  activities,  in 
physical  culture,  in  social  and  club  life, 
should  be  a  source  of  encouragement 
and  pride  to  everyone  who  is  inter- 
ested in  the  creation  of  a  healthy  Jew- 
ish life  in  our  community. 

iConti lilted  on  Page  >S) 
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The  JEWISH  POPULATION  in  GERMANY 

By  H.  S.  LINFIELD 


A TOTAL  of  504,000  Jews  were 
enumerated  in  the  Reich  in  the 
first  census  held  under  the  Nazi 
regime,  showing  a  loss  of  64,000 
Jews  since  the  census  of  1925.  Official 
data  has  now  been  issued  bearing  on 
the  development  of  the  Jewish  com- 
munity in  the  Reich  as  at  present  con- 
stituted, including  the  Saar,  since  the 
census  of  1816.  The  following  para- 
graphs and  statistical  tables  present  a 
summary  of  the  growth  and  recent  de- 
cline of  the  Jewish  community  of  the 
Reich,  covering  the  past  120  years,  or 
nearly  the  entire  period  since  citizen- 
ship was  granted  to  the  German  Jews. 

Beginning  with  the  census  of  1816, 
the  Jewish  population  of  Germany  in- 
creased rapidly,  due  to  a  high  rate  of 
excess  of  births  over  deaths.  In  fact, 
the  increase  was  proportionately  larger 
than  that  of  the  total  population  up  to 
the  early  40's  of  the  past  century.  The 
censuses  of  1845  and  1852  showed  a 
slowing  down  of  the  population's 
growth  due  in  part  to  the  large  emi- 
gration of  German  Jews  to  the  United 
States.  The  growth  of  the  Jews  con- 
tinued up  to  1880.  Between  that  date 
and  1925,  due  chiefly  to  a  falling  birth 
rate,  the  Jewish  population  continued 
to  increase  but  the  growth  was  small, 
and  it  was  due  in  part  to  the  immigra- 
tion of  Jews  from  foreign  countries. 
The  Nazi  census  of  1933,  as  stated 
above,  showed  an  actual  decrease  of 
the  Jewish  population  of  the  Reich, 
for  the  first  time. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  past  cen- 
tury, the  official  statistics  just  pub- 
lished show,  the  Jews  of  the  Reich 
began  to  move,  in  large  numbers,  from 
the  smaller  towns  to  the  large  cities  of 
100,000  or  more,  and  the  result  of  this 
internal  migration  was  that  over  70% 
of  the  Jews  were  enumerated  in  1933, 
as  residents  of  the  large  cities  of  the 
country.  In  1871,  there  were  lonly 
20%  in  the  cities  of  100,000  or  over ; 
in  1890,  39%  and  in  1910,  58%. 

In  1871  the  Jews  of  the  country  con- 
stituted 3.8%  of  the  total  population 
of  the  large  cities  of  the  Reich,  and 
their  percentage  reached  4.1%  5n  1880. 
Since  that  date,  partly  due  to  the  small 
increase  of  the  Jewish  population  and 
partly  due  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
large  cities,  the  density  of  the  Jewish 
population  in  the  large  cities  gradually 


sank,  until  it  was  but  2.2%  in  1925 
and  only  1.8%  in  1933. 

The  Nazi  census  of  1933  showed,  as 
stated  above,  a  decrease  of  the  Jewish 
population  of  64,000  or  7%  of  the 
total  number  of  Jews  enumerated  in 
1925.  The  German  official  explanation 
is  that  the  decrease  was  due  to  "an  ex- 
cess of  deaths  over  births,  conversions, 
and  the  emigration  of  Jews  which  took 
place  following  the  new  order  of  po- 
litical condition."  Inasmuch  as  the 
unfavorable  ratio  of  deaths  to  births 
and  the  phenomenon  of  conversion  or 
intermarriage  are  not  factors  of  recent 
origin,  it  is  evident  that  decrease  of  the 
Jewish  population  must  be  due  in  the 
main  to  the  expulsions  and  the  flight 
of  the  Jews  of  Germany,  described  by 
the  German  statisticians  as  "the  emi- 
gration of  Jews,"  which  followed  the 
accession  of  Hitler  to  power. 

AN  examination  of  the  results  of  the 
Nazi  census  of  1933,  shows  that 
while  the  Jewish  population  is  concen- 
trated in  Berlin  and  a  few  others  in 
large  cities,  small  numbers  of  Jews  are 
widely  scattered  all  over  the  Reich,  and 
there  are  still  nearly  50  communities 
each  one  having  1,000  Jews  or  more. 
With  few  exceptions,  every  Jewish 
community  lost  in  numbers  since  the  e- 
numeration  of  the  1925  census.  But  the 
decrease  was  greatest  in  the  medium 
sized  cities  which  as  a  group  lost  a 
quarter  of  their  Jewish  population,  next 
came  the  small  towns  which  lost  a  fifth, 
and  finally  the  large  cities,  which  as  a 
group  lost  9%.  Within  each  group  the 
extent  of  the  depopulation  varied  great- 
ly. Thus,  the  Jewish  community  of 
Berlin  lost  7%  of  its  population  since 
1925,  but  the  city  of  Koenigsburg  lost 
22%,  while  Bremen  only  1%.  The 
variation  is  due,  the  German  statis- 
ticians point  out,  to  the  fact  that  the 
census  of  1933  registered  the  results 
of  two  opposite  movements  of  Jews : 
the  immigration  from  small  places  to 
the  large  cities  between  1925  and  1933, 
and  the  expulsions  and  flight  of  Jews 
to  foreign  countries  during  the  first 
few  months  after  the  coming  to  power 
of  the  Nazi  regime.  These  two  move- 
ments varied  with  the  communities. 

Has  the  Jewish  population  of  the 
Reich  increased  or  declined  since  the 
census  of  June  16,  1933?   The  Ger- 


man statisticians  say  that  the  "emigra- 
tion of  Jews"  due  to  the  new  order 
of  things,  has  continued  after  the  cen- 
sus of  1933,  and  the  phenomenon  of 
intermarriage,  likewise,  continued  at 
least  as  far  as  1933  is  concerned.  Jew- 
ish population  of  the  Reich  probably 
continues  downward  for  the  present. 

Population  statistics  of  the  Jews  of 
the  German  Reich  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted, including  the  Saar,  1816  to  1933, 
follow : 

Date  Total  Population  Jews 


1816 
1825 
1834 
1843 
1852 
186! 
1871 
1880 
1890 
1900 
1910 
1925 
1933 


21,989,000 
24,804,000 
27,064,000 
29,748,000 
31,693,000 
33,652,000 
36,323,000 
40,218,000 
44,230,000 
50,626,000 
58,451,000 
63,181,000 
66,044,000 


214,000 
245,000 
270,000 
309,000 
329,000 
353,000 
383,000 
437,000 
465,000 
497,000 
539,000 
568,000 
504,000 


Percentage 
0.97 
0.99 
1.00 
1.04 
1.04 
1.05 
1.05 
1.09 
1.05 
•  0.98 
0.92 
0.90 
0.76 


the  large  cities  of  Germany,  census  of 

1933. 

Total    Loss  of  Jews 

since 

City 

Population 

Jews 

1925 

Berlin 

4,242,000 

160,560  1 

2,1 10 

Hamburg 

1,129,310 

16,885 

2,910 

Cologne 

756,600 

14,820 

1,280 

Munich 

735,390 

9,000 

1,070 

Leipzig 

713,470 

1  1 ,560 

1,030 

Essen 

654,460 

4,510 

Dresden 

642,140 

4,400 

720 

Breslau 

625,200 

20,200 

3,250 

Frankfort 

555,860 

26,160 

3,500 

Dortmund 

540,870 

4,1  10 

320 

Duesseldorf 

498.600 

5,050 

150 

Hanover 

443,920 

4,840 

680 

Duisbg-Hamb. 

440,420 

2,560 

350 

Stuttgart 

415,030 

4,490 

90 

Nueremberg 

410,440 

7,500 

1,100 

Wupperta  1 

408,600 

2,470 

630 

Chemnitz 

350,730 

2,390 

410 

Gelsen  Kirchen 

332,540 

1,620 

100 

Bremen 

323,330 

1,310 

10 

Koenlgsberg 

315,790 

3,170 

390 

Bochum 

314,550 

1,070 

230 

Magdeburg 

306,890 

1,970 

390 

Manheim 

275,160 

6,400 

570 

Stettin  . 

270,750 

2,360 

250 

Altona 

241,790 

2,010 

640 

Kiel 

218,330 

520 

80 

Halle 

209,170 

1,090 

150 

Oberhausen 

192,340 

530 

160 

Augsburg 

176,370 

1,030 

170 

Kassel 

175,180 

2,300 

450 

Krefeld-Uendingen 

165,300 

1,480 

220 

Aachen 

162,770 

1,340 

80 

Wiesbaden 

159,750 

2,710 

750 

Braunschweig 

156,840 

680 

260 

Karlsruhe 

154,900 

3,120 

270 

Hagen 

148,310 

510 

130 

Erfurt 

144,880 

800 

10 

Mainz 

142,630 

2,610 

130 

(Continued  on  Pag 
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TO  GO  TO  PALESTINE 

By  MORDECAI  HALEVI 


NEVER  before  has  our  little  land 
aroused  such  intense  interest  as 
it  does  now.  To  the  Jewish 
world,  Palestine  presents  a  "treasure 
island",  because  of  its  prosperity  in 
the  midst  of  a  turbulent  sea  of  econom- 
ic disorder.  To  the  Jewish  people,  suf- 
fering as  it  does  doubly  from  the  eco- 
nomic distress  and  political  abuses  and 
social  bigotry,  to  them  Eretz  Israel 
looms  forth  as  the  only  practical  haven 
of  refuge.  It  is  small  wonder,  then, 
to  find  almost  every  East  European 
Jew,  and  nearly  every  other  Jew  in 
other  countries,  thinking  of  Eretz  Is- 
rael in  terms  of  personal  interest. 

To  go,  or  not  go  there?  When  and 
how  to  go?  Will  I  be  able  to  make 
a  living  there?  Will  I  find  satisfac- 
tion socially?  Will  my  children  ac- 
climatize themselves  easily?  Is  there 
a  future  for  them?  etc.  etc.  Much  has 
been  written  about  modern  Palestine, 
but  in  spite  of  that,  the  individual  Jew 
knows  little  about  it.  He  either  knows 
nothing  at  all  and  plunges  blindly  into 
the  whirlwind  of  Eretz  Israel  life,  or 
he  goes  there  bewildered  by  a  nebu- 
lous idealistic  impulse.  In  both  cases 
the  results  are  negative  and  deplorable. 
It  is,  of  course,  always  best  to  visit  the 
country,  to  look  around,  and  then  de- 
cide for  oneself.  But  even  this  is  not 
always  a  safeguard,  for  there  is  a  tre- 
mendous difference  between  a  tourist 
and  a  settler,  in  the  way  they  see  things 
and  evaluate  them.  Evaluation  of  facts, 
even  of  clear-cut  operations,  is  not 
merely  a  matter  of  logic  and  calcu- 
lation, but  it  is  inherently  bound  by 
l>sycho'Iogical  motives.  Hence  there 
are  the  most  varied  opinions  among 
tourists,  depending,  for  example,  upon 
whether  their  visit  to  Eretz  Israel  was 
during  the  summer,  or  during  the  win- 
ter season ;  whether  they  found  good 
nccomodations  and  service  in  hotels  or 
otherwise.  And  surely  one's  previous 
interest  in  the  land  and  the  knowledge 
of  Hebrew  has  a  good  deal  to  do  with 
it.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  contribute 
some  information  in  my  capacity  of 
a  would-be  settler,  as  one  who  has 
been  long  intimately  associated  with 
Eretz  Israel  through  bonds  fashioned 
in  early  life,  through  study,  friend- 
ship and  cultural  as  well  as  national 
relationships. 

Eretz  Israel  offers  at  least  two  points 
which  seem  quite  familiar  to  Ameri- 


cans; they  are:  prosperity  and  immi- 
gration. 

Immigration  to  Eretz  Israel  bears 
here  a  specific  connotation,  "Aliyah" 
but  in  its  essence  it  is  that  continuous 
rush  of  new-comers,  capitalists  as  well 
as  Chalutzim,  which  remind  us  of  the 
good  old  days  of  not  long  ago  when 
any  incoming  ship  would  bring  hun- 
dreds of  immigrants  to  the  American 
shores.  Prosperity  and  Aliyah  are  in 
Eretz  Israel,  coinciding  and  interde- 
pendent. An  incident  will  serve  to  il- 
uminate  this  statement.  During  his 
stay  in  Eretz  Israel,  at  the  time  of  the 
opening  of  the  Hebrew  1  University, 
Lord  Balfour  asked  Nahum  Sokolow : 
"How  does  Tel  Aviv  exist?"  To  this 
the  aged  Zionist  leader,  in  true  Jewish 
manner,  counter-questioned:  "And 
pray,  how  does  London  exist?"  Bal- 
four was  amazed :  "What  a  compari- 
son !"  he  said,  "London  has  a  hinter- 
land, England !"  "And  so  has  Tel 
Aviv  a  hinterland — Jewry !"  was  So- 
kolow's  reply.  Indeed,  world  Jewry  in 
its  flight  from  persecutions,  especially 
the  streams  of  immigration  from  Po- 
land and  Germany,  are  meanwhile  the 
main  source  of  the  Eretz  Israel  pros- 
perity. 

New-comers  need  dwellings^,  they 
open  various  branches  of  industry,  and 
this  in  turn  requires  land,  materials, 
and  labor.  Pessimists  see  this  activity 
coming  to  end  with  the  slowing  down 
of  immigration,  but  to  our  sorrow,  nei- 
ther Hitler  nor  the  many  minor  Ha- 
mans  of  the  world  ever  seem  to  relent, 
and  therefore  the  hinterland  of  Eretz 
Israel  will  not  weaken  for  a  long  time 
to  come. 

THE  continuous  economic  well-being 
of  the  country  depends  upon  many 
other  factors,  such  as  the  acquisition  of 
new  markets  for  the  new  industrial  en- 
terprises, and  the  international  tarif¥ 
regulations  for  the  benefit  of  Eretz 
Israel.  The  former  is  linked  closely 
with  the  problem  of  Jew-Arab  relation- 
ships, a  peaceful  and  satisfactory  solu- 
tion of  which  could  open  a  new  and 
tremendous  hinterland  for  the  Eretz 
Israel  products.  The  latter  depends 
more  upon  the  legal  status  of  Pales- 
tine as  a  mandate  land,  which  offers 
many  rights  to  others  and  gets  few  in 
return. 

Many  phases  of  life  in  Eretz  Israel 
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OR  NOT? 


are  strikingly  diflferent  from  Jewish 
life  in  other  lands.  One  gets  an  abso- 
lute feeling  that  Jews  are  at  home  here. 

TEL  AVIV  is  the  first  Jewish  city 
in  our  history  of  the  last  two  thous- 
and years.  It  is  rapidly  growing,  per- 
ha])s  too  rapidly,  not  always  according 
to  plan,  but  rather  in  proportion  to  the 
strength  of  the  enemy's  whip.  It  is 
Jewish,  however,  through  and  through. 
There  are  corners  here  which  remind 
one  of  Broadway,  a  miniature  white 
way  and  theatre  district.  Others  re- 
call Coney  Island.  Yet,  you  are  not 
aroused  to  derision.  On  the  contrary, 
you  are  overwhelmed  by  a  feeling  that 
all  this  is  your  own.  Even  in  Haifa, 
the  mixed  city  with  a  preponderance 
of  Arabs,  or  in  Hodar,  or  Mt.  Carmel, 
that  feeling  of  self  permeates  you.  But 
perhaps  more  even  than  in  the  city  does 
a  trip  through  the  country  give  you 
this  beneficent  feeling.  You  leave  Tel 
Aviv  towards  the  north  of  Eretz  Is- 
rael and  the  road  leads  you  for  miles 
through  villages  and  settlements  that 
are  almost  entirely  Jewish.  There  is 
Ramath  Gan  and  Bnei  Brak  (do  you 
remember  the  name  from  the  Passover 
Hagada?)  and  Petach  Tikvah  and 
Mollal,  Ranona  and  Herzliah  (the  last 
two  of  American  origin),  and  about 
three  or  four  times  as  many  more  in- 
between.  This  is  the  famous  Sharon 
valley,  the  lily  of  which  has  found  its 
l)oet  in  the  author  of  Song  of  Songs. 
A  little  farther  you  strike  another  doz- 
en of  Yishuvim.  ending  with  Natani- 
jah  (after  Nathan  Straus),  the  future 
Atlantic  city  of  the  Mediterranean. 
Right  ahead  of  it  is  the  recently  ac- 
quired property  of  the  Jewish  Na- 
tional Fund,  Ernes  Chefer,  with  its 
dozen  and  a  half  of  new  settlements 
headed  by  Avichail,  the  colony  of  the 
American  Jewish  Legionaires.  Still 
farther  on  you  enter  Samaria,  the  for- 
mer seat  of  the  powerful  tribe  of  Ep- 
hraim.  You  find  Chedera,  beautiful 
because  of  its  half  a  million  trees 
which  atone  for  the  numerous  victims 
of  malaria  among  the  early  settlers. 
Tliere  is  Zichron  Yakob.  Binyamina 
and  Pardes  Hona,  all  belonging  to  the 
domain  of  Pica,  the  organization  foun- 
ded by  Rothschild  and  bearing  the 
names  of  the  members  of  that  family. 
I  could  mention,  too,  many  other 
{Continued  on  next  Page) 
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groups  of  colonies,  such  as  the  Judean, 
with  Rishon  and  Richabotti,  or  the 
Lower  and  Upper  GaUillees,  or  the 
recently  acquired  Valley  of  Akko,  or 
Valley  of  Zebulin,  the  property  of  the 
Jewish  National  Fund.  But  I  hasten 
to  call  your  attention  to  only  one  more 
place,  a  truly  gigantic  feat  of  the  Jew- 
ish National  Fund,  and  the  most  ma- 
jestic in  its  beauty.  I  refer  to  the 
Emek,  or  Emek  Israel,  the  Valley  of 
Jesreel. 

"See  Naples  and  die",  is  an  old  say- 
ing, but  one  who  beholds  the  Emek  is 
pervaded  by  a  beauty  and  sense  of 
vigor  and  life  that  calls  for  a  similar 
slogan.  From  Haifa  to  Beth  Jhon, 
from  the  Carmel  to  the  mountains  of 
Gilboa  (where  King  Saul  laid  down  in 
honor  of  his  heroic  head),  amidst  the 
splendor  of  green  fields,  lie  some 
four  dozen  of  blooming  settlements  of 
Chalutzim.  Only  about  ten  years  ago 
the  air  here  was  foul  and  death-pro- 
moting. This  is  surely  one  of  the 
miracles  of  Eretz  Israel,  brought  about 
by  the  relentless  labor  and  idealism  of 
the  Chaluzim. 

The  settlements  previously  mention- 
ed are  indeed  Jewish  by  possession,  i.e. 
ownership,  but  not  all  are  truly  Jew- 
ish by  the  only  thing  which  could  give 
them  the  right  to  ownership,  labor.  In 
Petach  Tikvah,  for  instance,  you  find 
actually  thousands  of  Arabs  as  against 
hundreds  of  Jewish  workers,  and  the 
same  condition  prevails  in  Chedera  and 
Zichran  and  many  other  places.  Not 
so,  however,  in  Emek.  This  place  was 
made  what  it  is,  and  will  remain  the 
pride  of  Eretz  Israel,  because  it  is  the 
product  of  Jewish  eflPorts  in  all  re- 
spects, of  capital,  mind  and  labor. 

ANOTHER  significant  and  very 
striking  point  in  the  life  of  Eretz 
Israel  is  the  youthful  character  of 
its  population.  This  is  undoubtedly 
due  in  the  main  to  the  controlling 
hand  of  the  Jewish  Agency,  which 
distributes  certificates  of  entry.  The 
fact  remains,  however,  that  youth _  is 
the  chief  component  of  the  Jewish 
population.  And  with  youth  goes 
strength,  hope  and  song.  Song  and 
dance.  You  hear  singing  and  see 
dancing  everywhere  and  always ;  in  the 
trains  and  on  the  stations,  in  the  street 
and  in  the  homes,  in  cafes  and  meeting 
rooms,  on  holidays  and  weekdays.  A 
new  song  created  somewhere  in  a  dis- 
tant colony  or  on  a  stage  in  Tel  Aviv, 
is  soon  carried  from  mouth  to  ear 
throughout  the  land  by  means  of  the 
many  festivities,  kinussim  (conven- 
tions)  and  gatherings,  which  seem 


never  to  end  here.  Here  is  a  casual 
list  of  such  events  taken  at  random, 
which  occurred  within  the  relatively 
short  period  of  three  months :  The 
Congress  of  WIZO,  the  women  Zion- 
ist Organization  of  the  World ;  the  ses- 
sion of  the  committee  of  the  World 
Zionist  Organization,  the  first  in  Tel 
Aviv,  the  other  in  Jerusalem ;  the  Mac- 
cabbiada,  i.  e.  Jewish  Olympiada,  held 
in  Tel  Aviv  and  Haifa,  Kinun  Hopoel 
labor  sport  organization,  held  in  Tel 
Aviv,  Convention  of  Labor  Organi- 
zation, held  in  Chedera,  Revisionist 
Convention  held  in  Tel  Aviv,  Women 
Workers  Day  Celebration  of  the  Noar 
Aved,  labor  youth.  Bar  Mitzvah  cele- 
bration of  the  Emek  in  Harod  and 
Nohalal,  the  day  of  Tel  Chai  Memor- 
ial, in  honor  of  Trumpeldor  and  his 
comrades  held  at  their  grave  in 
Northern  Gallillel,  the  Rambam  Cele- 
brations in  Jerusalem  and  Tiberias, 
Culture  days  and  Exhibition  in  mem- 
ory of  Bialik. 

At  first  you  marvel  at  this  phenome- 
non of  uncontrolled  joy.  You  may 
even  feel  hurt  and  peevish  at  times 
when  you  think  of  the  Jewish  situation 


"Mahnomdes — A  Biography^' ,  by  Sol- 
omon ZeitHn,  Ph.  D.,  New  York, 
1935,  Bloch  Publishing  Co. 

THE  recent  celebration  of  the  octo- 
centenary  of  the  birth  of  Moses 
Maimonides  has  created  great  in- 
terest on  the  part  of  Jews  and  non- 
Jews  throughout  the  world  in  the  life 
and  works  of  this  greatest  Rabbi  since 
Talmudic  days.  Unfortunately,  this 
interest  spent  itself,  in  large  measure, 
in  meetings  and  lectures  instead  of  pro- 
ducing scholarly  contributions  of  last- 
ing value. 

A  notable  exception,  however,  is  the 
fine  biography  that  has  recently  appear- 
ed, written  by  a  recognized  Rabbinic 
scholar.  Professor  Solomon  Zeitlin,  of 
the  Dropsie  College,  Philadelphia.  This 
volume  has  the  unique  advantage  of 
being  lucid  and  scholarly  in  the  truest 
sense  of  the  word,  and  yet  written 
in  a  very  popular  fashion,  so  that  even 
the  layman  can  enjoy  its  pages.  Prof- 
essor Zeitlin  gives  a  vivid  picture  of 
the  times  in  which  Maimonides  lived, 
a  fine  characterization  of  Maimonides, 
— the  man,  the  leader,  the  physician,  the 
philosopher  and  the  rabbi,  as  well  as 
a  clear  and  succint  summary  of  his 


in  Germany  and  Poland.  But  soon 
enough  you  forget  these  sad  reminders 
aod  join  in  most  heartily,  for  nothing 
is  so  contagious  as  youth  and  its  pure 
joy  of  living.  One  little  scene  looms 
in  my  memory.  Walking  ont  the 
streets  of  Tel  Aviv  on  Purim  night  I 
approached  a  Jew  with  some  simple  in- 
quiry. Immediately  he  began  telling 
me  of  his  gratitude  for  being  here. 
"Just  think",  he  said,  "of  my  last 
Purim  in  Piresk,  how  dreary  and 
gloomy  it  was,  and  how  almost  mean- 
ingless was  the  Megilla.  How  differ- 
ent it  sounds  here!  I  am  happy,  hap- 
py!" This  man  was  no  exception,  but 
rather  the  rule.  Most  of  those  who 
came  here  left  places  of  bitter  oppres- 
sion and  actual  starvation.  Here  they 
found  work,  life,  even  comforts,  and 
above  all,  freedom.  Why  not  sing  and 
dance,  when  one's  whole  being  calls  for 
it.  This  joy  does  not  spell  forgetful- 
ness  and  surely  not  estrangement.  On 
the  contrary,  nearly  in  all  kumbyoth 
and  moshavin  the  Chalutzim  are  al- 
ready bringing  their  aged  parents  here 
and  oflFering  them  the  benefit  and  so- 
lace of  a  restful  and  benign  old  age. 


great  works,  notiably  the  "Mishneh 
Torah"  and  the  "Moreh  Nevuchim", 
or  "Guide  to  the  Perplexed". 

The  author  develops  certain  striking 
and  original  theories.  For  instance, 
he  endeavors  to  prove  that  Maimon- 
ides expected  the  early  return  of  the 
Jews  to  Palestine  and  that  the  motive 
that  prompted  him  to  write  the  "Mish- 
neh Torah"  was  that  it  might  serve  as 
the  Constitution  for  this  revived  Jew- 
ish nation  in  its  new  homeland. 

The  book  is  heartily  recommended 

to  all  who  desire  to  have  a  better 

knowledge   and  appreciation  of  the 

great    achievements   of    this  second 

Moses — Moses  Maimonides. 

*      •  « 

"Cain"— a  Yiddish  poetic  Translation 
of  Lord  Byron's  mystery,  by  Dr. 
A.  Asen,  Wilna  1931. 

"Enoch  Arden" — a  Yiddish  poetic 
translation  of  Tennyson's  original 
by  Dr.  A.  Asen,  New  York  1930. 

Twenty-five  Poems  by  Walt  Whitman 
— translated  into  Yiddish,  by  Dr, 
A.  Asen,  New  York  1933. 

IT  is  most  difficult  to  translate  any 
work   into   another   language,  but 
this  difficulty  becomes  almost  insur- 
(Continued  on  Page  18) 
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FROM  THE  LIFE  OF  A  GREAT  MAN 

REMINISCENCES  OF  SCHMARYA  LEVIN 


\  \  wo  things  it's  never  too  late 
I  to  do :  to  die  and  to  become  a 
I  teacher  in  a  cheder."  Only 
the  Jew  who  has  known  the  old  life 
can  understand  the  bitterness  of  that 
proverb,  for  to  become  a  teacher  in  a 
cheder  was  the  last  resort  of  every 
failure.  If  a  young  husband  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  custom,  had  been 
living  with  his  in-laws  while  he  studied 
the  Sacred  Books,  suddenly  found 
himself  compelled  to  earn  a  living:  if 
a  merchant  met  disaster  and  was 
thrown  on  the  street:  if  a  decent  pater- 
familias saw  his  house  burn  down,  and 
found  himself  without  roof  over  his 
head —  the  first  thing  he  would  turn 
to,  till  fortune  changed,  would  be  the 
job  of  melamed,  the  teacher  in  the 
cheder.  It  was  one  of  the  most  melan- 
choly phenomena  in  our  Jewish  life 
of  the  last  century,  for  it  shows  clearly 
how  low  the  concept  of  child  education 
had  fallen  among  us.  Parents  sent 
their  children  to  cheder  in  obedience  to 
tradition,  but  they  paid  little  attention 
to  the  accomplishmnts  or  character  of 
the  melamed. 

There  were  three  kinds  of  teachers : 
the  first  taught  the  child  simply  to  read 
Hebrew :  the  second  taught  the  ele- 
ments of  the  Five  Books  of  Moses  and 
the  remainder  of  the  Bible — for  with 
us  the  Pentateuch  occupies  a  place  of 
special  sanctity :  it  is  the  first  thing 
taught  the  child,  and  it  looms  largest 
in  our  religious  life.  The  third  teacher 
taught  Talmud.  Children  passed 
through  the  three  grades  of  melamdim 
(teachers),  according  to  age.  But  it 
was  very,  very  seldom  that  the  mel- 
amdim passed  anything  like  the  nec- 
essary qualifications.  The  tender 
hopes  of  a  coming  generation  fell  into 
hands  which  were  frequently  ill-chosen, 
and  sometimes  downright  dangerous. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
melamed  was  not  merely  a  teacher  in 
the  technical  sense,  but  also  a  mentor 
and  trainer  and  complete  educator.  The 
majority  of  Jewish  homes  were  wretch- 
edly poor.  The  father  was  away  from 
home  from  early  morning  till  late  at 
night.  Either  he  had  a  regular  occu- 
l)ation,  and  toiled  at  it  twelve  and  four- 
teen and  sixteen  hours  a  day,  or  else  he 
was  a  Luftinensch,  living  from  hand  to 
mouth,  a  petty  merchant,  broker,  com- 
missionman  all  rolled  into  one,  run- 
ning from  client  to  client,  from  shop 


to  shop,  like  a  wild  animal  hunting  for 
a  bite  of  food.  But  not  the  father  a- 
lone  was  thus  enslaved.  The  mother 
too  had  her  share  of  it.  With  few  ex- 
ceptions the  Jewish  mother  not  only 
kept  her  house  going,  but  went  out 
too,  took  in  washing,  labored  in  the 
gardens  of  others.  She  found  work  as 
a  berry -gatherer :  she  went  looking  for 
feathers  in  the  meadows  where  geese 
were  fed,  or  plucked  the  feathers  of 
slaughtered  fowl  to  stuflf  cushions — 
the  last  occupation  which  was  reserved 
for  the  late  night,  when  the  little  ones 
were  asleep,  and  the  one  lamp  was 
trimmed  and  turned  down  very  low. 
This  was  the  lot  of  the  average  house- 
wife. Still  worse  was  the  lot  of  the 
shopkeeper,  chained  to  her  store  from 
the  earliest  hour  of  dawn  till  late  into 
the  night :  perspiring  in  the  choking 
heat  of  summer,  or  shivering  in  the  bit- 
ter winter  cold  over  the  little  earthen 
stove.  So  poverty  stood  with  lifted 
whip  over  Jewish  parents,  driving  them 
in  a  blind  circle  all  day,  and  separating 
them  from  their  children. 

And  children  were  never  lacking. 
They  came  in  droves.  Every  house 
was  a  pyramid,  with  father  and  mother 
as  foundation  and  the  little  ones  build- 
ing it  up  to  the  apex.  Girls  were  not 
so  bad ;  they  were  quieter  at  play  and 
more  obedient.  But  when  it  came  to 
boys,  there  was  only  one  salvation  for 
the  parents ;  to  turn  them  over,  for  the 
length  of  the  whole  day,  into  the  hands 
of  a  severe  melamed.  And  thus  the 
the  entire  point  of  the  cheder  was  lost; 
it  might  have  served  as  a  salvation  for 
the  child  from  the  wretched  environ- 
ment of  its  home.  Its  actual  purpose 
was  to  save  poor  parents  from  their 
own  children.  Thus  the  melamed  be- 
came the  lord  and  master  of  the  Jew- 
ish child,  and  the  cheder,  the  narrow 
one-roomed  school,  lightless,  unclean, 
laid  its  stamp  upon  the  Jewish  child 
and  brought  ruin  and  misery  to  its 
tenderest  years.  In  my  time  the  Jew- 
ish cheder  was  already  an  institution 
rotten  in  every  corner.  From  a  folk- 
school  it  had  become  transformed  into 
a  sort  of  reformatory,  in  which  every 
inmate  was  regarded  as  a  young  crim- 
inal. Only  the  very  few,  the  chosen 
ones  of  fortune,  escaped  from  those 
years  of  oppression  more  or  less  un- 
harmed, with  minds  and  bodies  un- 
ruined. 


I  was  one  of  those  happy  few.  But 
it  was  only  in  later  years  that  I  under- 
stood how  fearful  had  been  the  danger 
from  which  I  had  escaped,  and  to 
whom  I  owed  gratitude  for  the  es- 
cape. 

*  *  * 

A picture  rises  in  my  mind;  the 
Rav  is  sitting  with  me  at  table, 
directing  my  studies;  the  door  to  the 
adjoining  room  stands  open,  and  there 
my  mother  sits  with  the  Rav's  wife. 
A  woman  enters,  carrying  a  chicken, 
or  a  pot ;  she  has  come  to  find  out 
whether  something  or  other  has  not 
made  the  chicken,  or  the  pot  "unclean". 
The  Rav  turns  to  me,  and  gives  me  the 
honor  of  rendering  the  decision.  I  be- 
come grave,  and  play  to  perfection  the 
role  of  Rav's  assistant.  My  mother 
cannot  take  her  eyes  ofif  me.  Why 
should  she  think  of  what  may  come 
later?  Is  she  not  in  Paradise  already? 

But  amidst  all  this  I  was  not  happy. 
Neither  the  Yoreh  Deoh  nor  the  Tal- 
mud, nor  yet  the  prospect  of  answer- 
ing ritualistic  questions  on  the  purity 
of  pots  and  chickens,  excited  me  any 
longer.  Before  me,  as  in  a  vision,  I 
saw  the  modern  prophet,  Perez  Smol- 
enskin,  and  I  heard  his  call  to  battle. 
I  did  not  know  what  Smolenskin  look- 
ed like,  but  I  pictured  him  in  the  midst 
of  a  gathering  army  of  .followers, 
sending  out  over  the  increasing  ranks 
the  fiery  message  of  the  last  war  for 
liberation. 

*  *  * 

ONE  meeting,  well  worth  a  des- 
cription, was  held  soon  after  the 
Kattowitz  conference  and  western 
Jews,  representatives  of  thirty-five  in- 
dependent Chibath  Zion  groups,  met  to 
organize  for  common  action.  They 
founded,  at  Kattowitz,  an  organization 
under  the  extraordinary  name  of 
"Foundation  of  the  Moses  Montefiore 
Memorial  in  the  Holy  Land".  This 
name  was  chosen  for  reasons  of  policy. 
It  was  dangerous  to  found  a  political 
organization ;  the  movement  therefore 
hid  itself  behind  the  name  of  Moses 
Montefiore,  who  was  known  even  in 
Russia  as  a  great  philanthropist.  The 
new  organization  was  thus  purely 
philanthropic.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Kattowitz  conference  laid  the  found- 
ations of  a  world-wide  Jewish  national- 
ist organization,  under  tlie  leadership 
{Continued  on  next  Page) 
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of  Dr.  Leon  Pinsker,  whose  famous 
]janiphlet,  Auto-Emancipation,  had  ap- 
peared in  1882  in  the  German  langu- 
age, and  had  produced  a  profound  im- 
pression on  the  educated  classes  among 
the  Jews. 

We,  the  students  of  Minsk,  had  de- 
cided to  celebrate  the  Kattowitz  con- 
ference on  a  grand  scale.  To  tliis  end 
we  managed  to  obtain  permission  from 
the  Brothers  Frumkin  for  the  use  of 
their  brewery,  which  stood  on  Triune 
Hill.  We  Jews  had  given  our  own 
name  to  this  hill ;  we  called  it  the  Tur- 
etzky  (Turkish)  Hill,  so  as  to  avoid 
the  allusion  to  the  Trinity  and  to  the 
church  of  that  name  which  topped  the 
hill. 

The  arrangements  occupied  weeks. 
The  Brewery,  which  could  seat  over 
one  thousand  persons  was  closely 
packed.  Among  the  speakers,  the  two 
ablest  represeittatives  of  the  youth 
were  chosen,  Saul  Ginsberg  and  my- 
self. I  no  longer  rememljer  whether 
the  incident  I  am  about  to  describe 
took  place  before  my  speech,  or  after 
it,  or  in  the  midst  of  it.  But  I  do 
remember  that  the  meeting  had  reached 
its  highest  point,  the  faces  of  the  aud- 
ience shone  with  enthusiasm,  and  the 
atmosphere  was  tense.  Suddenly,  and 
without  any  warning,  the  lamps  began 
to  go  out,  and  a  tumult  rose  in  the  hall. 
The  police  had  arrived.  Ginsberg  and 
I  were  in  the  greatest  danger,  for  we 
wore  our  easily  distinguishable  stu- 
dent uniforms,  and  the  punishment  for 
our  participation  in  the  meeting  would 
have  been  expulsion  from  the  school. 
In  the  darkness  we  were  .seized  by 
strong  hands  and  thrust  toward  a  door 
that  led  into  the  hop-cellar  of  the 
brewery.  No  steps  led  downward  from 
the  door,  which  was  swiftly  closed  be- 
hind us.  There  was  only  a  rung- 
ladder  which  stopped  abruptly  half- 
way. We  hung  on  to  the  last  rung  of 
the  ladder  for  an  hour  or  so,  and  our 
strength  began  to  give  out.  Finally, 
having  got  rid  of  the  police  one  way 
or  another,  our  comrades  remem- 
bered us.  They  opened  the  door  and 
lirought  lights.  We  then  perceived  that 
we  had  been  hanging  with  our  feet 
a  couple  of  inches  from  the  floor. 
*     *  * 

HEINE  says  somewhere  that  he  who 
loves  for  the  first  time  is  a  god, 
he  who  loves  for  the  second  time  is 
a  fool.  The  bitter  wit  of  the  remark 
hides  the  taste  of  the  deeper  truth 
which  it  carries.  It  is  a  rare  thing  in 
life  for  a  man  to  be  content  with  lov- 
ing once :  hence  the  proportion  of  gods 


to  fools  is  minute — for  every  god  a 
host  of  fools.  But  we  should  note  that 
our  first  love  is  not  a  matter  of  chron- 
ology. Life  does  not  proceed  chron- 
ologically :  events  of  different  psycho- 
logical epochs  occur  in  the  same  time- 
stratum.  Sometimes  a  man  will  antici- 
pate himself.  When  one  of  Chekhov's 
characters  says  that  his  fu'st  love-affair 
came  second,  he  is  speaking  chrono- 
logical but  not  psychological  nonsense. 
Indeed,  his  first  love-affair  might  have 
come  third  or  fourth  or  fifth.  The 
only  question  is :  How  .shall  we  recog- 
nize love,  in  what  shading  and  degree 
of  strength?  What  are  its  tmmistak- 
able  marks  ? 

There  is  an  old  Jewish  legend  that 
forty  days  before  a  boy  or  girl  is  born, 
a  Voice  is  heard  in  heaven,  crying: 
"This  man  belongs  to  that  woman, 
this  woman  to  that  man."  The  souls 
arc  paired  off.  every  Adam  to  every 
Eve.  Maeterlinck  has  expressed  the 
same  idea.  He  describes  a  charming 
little  Eve  who  wanders  about  in  hea- 


But  while  pleased  with  the  success 
of  the  past  year,  we  dare  not  be  satis- 
fied, but  must  endeavor  to  grow  yet 
more  and  to  achieve  even  more  pro- 
gress in  the  year  to  come.  New  plans 
are  now  being  developed  for  increased 
and  improved  activity.  Our  aim  and 
motto  still  is  and  must  ever  remain : 
Mccha'yil  cl  Chayil — "From  strength 
to  strength". 

The  Rcvieiv  wishes  all  members  a 
very  pleasant  vacation  and  earnestly 
hopes  that  we  may  all  return  with 
added  health,  strength  and  determi- 
nation to  work  in  behalf  of  our  faith 
and  our  people ! 


A  WORK  THAT  DESERVES 
ENCOURAGEMENT 

THE  recent  celebration  of  the  eight 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  Moses  Maimonides  brought  to 
our  attention  once  more  the  unique 
significance  of  his  master  creation  in 
the  field  of  philosophy,  the  "Moreh 
Nebuchim,"  or  "Guide  to  the  Per- 
plexed." 

A  great  scholar  of  our  own  time, 
Dr.  Judah  Kaufman,  now  in  Palestine, 


\'cn.  When  she  is  asked  how  old  she 
is,  she  answers:  "I  have  yet  to  be 
born."  In  other  words,  she  is  minus 
so  many  years  of  age.  But  her  Adam 
is  now  being  born,  is  being  let  down 
onto  the  earth,  and  little  Eve  clings 
to  him,  for  before  her  birth  .she  be- 
longs to  him.  She  is  .se])arated  from 
him  by  force,  and  he  goes  down  alone. 
Such  is  the  decree.  Adam  and  Eve 
must  be  separated,  and  must  find  each 
other  again. 

It  is  a  beautiful  interpretation  of 
the  Adam  and  Eve  problem :  but  the 
great  question  remains  unanswered. 
]3y  what  signs  shall  Eve  recognize  her 
Adam,  Adam  his  Eve?  Neither  the 
antique  nor  the  modern  artist  makes 
reply.  Science  is  as  silent  on  this  point 
as  intuition.  Probably  to  the  end  of 
all  time  every  man  and  woman  will 
have  to  make  answer  according  to  an 
obscure  ]>ersonal  impulse.  .  And  few 
ever  know  whether  the  impulse  led 
them  to  the  truth. 


has  for  a  numlx.'r  of  years  been  work- 
ing on  a  new  edition  of  this  monumen- 
tal work,  a  task  in  which  he  was  great- 
ly encouraged  by  the  sainted  Bialik 
and  other  distinguished  leaders.  The 
first  two  volumes  of  this  new  work  has 
already  ajjpeared,  and  two  additional 
\  olumes  are  to  be  published  during  the 
}ear  to  complete  the  set. 

The  work  is  unique  in  many  re- 
s])ccts.  First,  the  Hebrew  text  is  not 
only  im])roved  but  vocalized,  with 
Nekiidot,  so  that  it  is  more  easily  read. 
Then  again  Dr.  Kaufman  gives  us  out 
of  the  rich  storehouse  of  his  own 
knowledge  of  Hebrew  and  Arabic 
])hilosophy,  remarkably  fine  notes  — 
])ractically  to  each  sentence  in  the  text 
— in  which  he  makes  clear  the  mean- 
ing and  interpretations  of  the  original 
text. 

The  work  in  four  volumes  sells  for 
ten  dollars,  and  while  this  sum  may 
seem  large,  it  is  quite  reasonable  when 
one  considers  the  tremendous  outlay 
involved.  This  is  a  set  of  books  one 
should  treasure.  It  is  hoped  that  a 
number  of  our  readers  will  encourage 
such  worth-while  scholarship,  and  thus 
boll)  to  celebrate  the  "Maimonides"  oc- 
toccntenary  in  true  Jewi.sh  fashion. 

—Israel  H.  Levinthal 
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THE  SECOND  WORLD  MACCABI  GAMES 


IT  is  somewhat  unfortunate  that  the 
world-wide  Maccalji  Olympic  games 
conducted  recently  in  Tel-Aviv,  Pa- 
lestine, were  only  the  second  of  this 
series,  for  they  must  thus  bear  the 
empty  glory  of  being  superior  to  any 
other  simply  because  there  was  but  one 
other  gathering,  that  of  1932.  That 
initial  event  had  encountered  all  of  the 
obstacles  of  a  first  venture  and  in  ad- 
dition had  to  compete  with  the  world 
Olympic  held  in  Los  Angeles. 

Two  factors,  one,  paradoxically,  an 
unfortunate  one,  made  the  event  an 
outstanding  success.  The  regrettable 
factor  was  the  Hitler  regime,  which, 
awakening  as  it  did  the  full  power  of 
Jewish  consciousness,  brought  out  the 
best  representation  of  athletic  prowess, 
at  least  from  the  United  States. 

The  other  was  the  chronogical  fac- 
tor. Being  held  every  three  years,  con- 
flict with  the  regular  Olympics  was 
avoided.  Thus  Jewish  athletes  who 
strained  every  muscle  (like  Sol  Furth 
and  Lillian  Copeland)  three  years  ago 
to  gain  a  coveted  place  on  the  U.  S. 
team,  readily  joined  the  Maccabi  forces 
of  this  country. 

The  founding  of  the  Maccabi  games 
marks  an  epoch  in  Jewish  annals ;  it  is 
significant,  for  one  thing,  of  interna- 
tional co-operation  among  the  Jewish 
sports  leaders  scattered  the  world  over, 
perhaps  for  the  first  time  since  the 
days  of  the  twelve  tribes,  and,  because 
it  signalizes  the  emergence  of  the  Jew 
to  a  position  more  commensurate  with 
his  Samson-Bar  Kochva  traditions 
of  strength  and  skill. 

It  was  under  the  aegis  of  Dr.  Her- 
man Lelewer,  German  president  of  the 
World  Maccabi  Union,  that  forty  years 
of  hopes  and  plans  were  brought  to 
fruition  in  1929.  It  was  then  that  the 
Union  laid  the  groundwork  for  the 
first  games  to  be  held  three  years  later, 
and  the  machinery  was  accordingly  set 
up  to  provide  for  a  proper  setting. 

Excellent  grounds  were  available  in 
Tel-Aviv,  where  the  Levant  Fair  is 
held  every  few  years.  The  rolling 
acres,  the  permanent  buildings  that 
could  be  used  for  headquarters  for  the 
thousands  of  athletes,  and  a  magnifi- 
cent stadium,  comfortably  seating  40,- 
000  individuals,  were  at  the  disposal  of 
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the  committee,  following  a  99-year 
grant  made  by  government  officials. 

The  games,  however,  could  not  be 
staged  entirely  at  the  fair  grounds.  The 
400-meter  track  and  the  huge  bowl 
from  whose  heights  men,  women  and 
children  in  numbers  of  50,000  looked 
down  with  patriotic  fervor  and  pride 
on  the  first  and  last  days  of  the  com- 
petition, accomodated  most  of  the  ath- 
letes, but  minor  sports  such  as  tennis 
and  swimming  had  to  be  transferred 
to  other  areas.  The  problem  was  fi- 
nally solved  by  holding  the  racquet 
events  in  Tel-Aviv  proper  and  the  tank 
events  in  an  Olympic  50-meter  pool  in 
Haifa,  some  100  miles  away. 

IN  retrospect,  aside  from  the  point- 
score  outcome  of  the  games,  there  is 
one  significant  point  to  note.  To  get 
the  financial  support  of  rich  Jewish 
Americans  is  a  formidable  problem. 
Perhaps  the  omnipotent  depression  ex- 
ercised its  all  too  malignant  influence 
when  the  well-to-do  were  asloed  to 
subscribe  funds  to  send  the  American 
delegation  of  a  dozen-odd  across.  At 
any  rate  the  fact  is  that  even  up  to  the 
night  prior  to  the  scheduled  sailing  on 
the  Conte  di  Savoia,  there  was  still  a 
doubt  as  to  whether  the  American  team 
would  be  able  to  leave.  A  last-minute 
appeal,  however,  brought  forth  several 
thousand  dollars  and  Captain  David 
White  was  qble  to  notify  his  seventeen 
athletes,  gathered  from  the  Mid-West 
as  well  as  the  East,  that  the  crossing 
of  the  Atlantic  as  well  as  the  Jordan 
would  be  made. 

Despite  all  its  trials  and  tribulations 
the  small  and  hardy  contingent  bearing 
the  Stars  and  Stripes  and  the  Star  of 
David  was  able  to  distinguish  itself 
magnificently.  Outnumbered  by  the 
squads  representing  European  nations, 
the  American  Maccabis  came  within 
39  points  of  winning  the  all-sport 
championship,  and  might  have,  with 
the  aid  of  one  extra  track  sprinter  or 
quarter-miler,  won  even  that  honor. 

But  they  did  not  return  empty- 
handed  :  they  carried  oflf  the  track  and 
field  championship  for  the  second 
time  and  in  addition  garnered  three 
team  prizes  donated  by  the  Manische- 
witz  Foundation,  the  Maccabi  World 
Union  and  the  British  High  Commis- 
sioner, twelve  individual  track  and  field 
titles  and  four  swimming  banners. 


Two  of  the  athletes,  Marty  Feiden 
and  Bill  Steiner,  both  of  New  York, 
winners  of  the  high-jump  (in  1932) 
and  marathon,  respectively,  were  so 
imbued  with  Jewish  idealism  and  zeal 
that  they  remained  behind  with  inten- 
tions of  marrying  and  settling  in  Pa- 
lestine. Miss  Syd  Koff,  sprinter,  also 
dallied  there  for  a  while. 

The  others  received  a  grand  recep- 
tion upon  their  return.  Led  by  Harry 
Hoflfman,  captain,  the  contingent  con- 
sisting of  Lillian  Copeland,  Interna- 
tional Olympic  and  Jewish  Olympic 
discus  throw  champion,  Janice  Lifson 
and  Doris  Keilman,  swimmers,  Abe 
Rosenkrantz,  middle-distance  runner, 
Jimmy  Sandler,  high-jumper,  Jules 
Finkelstein,  weight-thrower,  George 
Sheinberg,  swimmer,  Harry  Werbin, 
long-distance  runner,  Charles  Coates, 
carrier,  Bernard  Kaplan,  boxer,  Mar- 
tin Weintraub,  wrestler,  and  Solly 
Hornstein,  all-around  man,  were 
hailed  by  Aldermanic  President 
Deutsch  and  prominent  Jews. 

It  should  be  noted  in  passing,  that 
Austria  won  the  all-sport  title,  and 
that  Germany  was  second. 

EXACTLY  to  what  heights  the  Jews 
can  rise  was  amply  illustrated  in  the 
personnel  of  the  German  and  Austrian 
contingents.  Amazingly,  to  say  the 
least,  in  this  day  of  Fascist  oppression, 
the  Jews  in  Germany  were  able  to  mus- 
ter a  squad  of  250  athletes.  (Compared 
with  the  17  Americans,  the  enormous 
disparity  is  readily  apparent.)  But 
that  is  due  more  to  the  steps  Germans 
have  taken  towards  insuring  partici- 
pation in  the  games,  for  it  is  traditional 
with  them  that  with  the  close  of  one 
Olympiad  the  athletes  begin  hoarding 
their  pennies  for  the  next  meet,  so 
that  a  group  of  250  athletes  means  not 
that  the  German  Maccabi  Union  and 
the  Jewish  War  Veterans  (the  lone 
non-Ar)-an  bodies  recognized  and  given 
some  freedom  in  Germany),  were  able 
financially  to  support  the  team,  but 
that  the  youths  themselves  undertook 
to  pay  their  way. 

In  America  the  problem  of  sending 
seventeen  athletes  (at  approximately 
$350  ])er  individual)  was  distracting 
enough  to  set  the  Maccabi  officials  here 
to  worrying  over  the  prospective  mon- 
etary difficulties  of  1938. 
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THE  CRITIC  OF  THE  LONDON  JEWISH  WORLD, 
T.  H.  G.,  APPRAISES  DR.  LEVINTHAL'S  BOOK  ON 

JUDAISM 


The  following  review  of  Dr.  Levitt' 
thaVs  book,  "Judaism"  was  published 
in  the  London  Jewish  World. 

THERE  is  a  common  impression 
abroad  nowadays  that  Judaism  is 
obsolete  and  out  of  keeping  with 
modern  ideas  and  the  present  form  of 
civilization. 

The  results  of  this  impression  are 
two-fold.  On  the  one  hand,  we  have 
the  extremists  who  simply  give  up  Ju- 
daism altogether,  withdrawing  them- 
selves from  the  Jewish  community  and 
its  interests,  and  openly  and  unfeig^- 
ingly  repudiating  its  teachings.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  have  the  "accommoda- 
tionists"  who  strive  to  create  a  harmo- 
ny between  the  traditional  doctrines  of 
Judaism  and  the  essential  elements  of 
the  modern  outlook.  This  last  trend 
is  represented  most  fully  in  the  Reform 
movement,  which  seeks  to  graft  upon 
the  forms  prescribed  by  tradition  a 
content  born  of  the  modern  world. 

There  is,  however,  a  third  way.  It 
may  be  possible  to  show  that  the  ap- 
parent disparity  between  Judaism  and 
the  modern  world  is  due  entirely  to  a 
misunderstanding  and  that,  in  point  of 
fact,  it  has  within  it  all  the  ingredients 
of  progressive  development. 

This  is  the  line  adopted  by  Dr.  Israel 
H.  Levinthal  in  this  most  able  and  ad- 
mirable volume.  Dr.  LevSnthal  at- 
tempts to  show  (and  the  attempt  suc- 
ceeds triumphantly),  that  Judaism, 
when  rightly  understood,  includes  with- 
in it  all  the  trends  of  the  modern  out- 
look. The  apparent  disparity  is  due 
only  to  the  initial  error  of  distorting 
Judaism  and  of  identifying  one  partic- 
ular past  stage  of  it  with  its  essentially 
fluid  spirit. 

Dr.  Levinthal's  opening  chapter 
gives  the  key  to  his  whole  volume.  He 
insists  that  Judaism  is  not  purely  a 
religion,  but  rather  what  may  be  de- 
scribed as  the  cultural  continuum  of 
the  Jewish  people. 

"The  word  Judaism  is  not  synony- 
mous with  'Jewish  religion.'  Judaism 
is  something  more ;  it  is  the  sum  total 
of  the  product  of  the  Jewish  conscious- 
ness, of  the  Jewish  mind  and  the  Jew- 
ish soul.  Judaism  is  something  more 
than  a  mere  system  of  beliefs ;  it  is  the 
essence  of  a  living  Jewish  tradition. 


Judaism  is  the  civilization  of  the  Jew, 
the  product  of  Jewish  experience." 

From  this  definition  it  follows  logi- 
cally that  Judaism  is  a  fluid  thing.  Its 
authority  is  Torah  in  the  larger  sense 
— not  merely  the  Bible,  but  the  "spirit" 
or  "genius"  of  the  neople,  as  mani- 
fested in  its  historical  and  continuous 
tradition.  Dr.  Levinthal  makes  a  good 
point  when  he  insists  that  to  the  Jew 
the  Bible  is  not  by  itself  a  supreme 
authority.  It  only  becomes  so  when  it 
is  invested  with  the  character  of  Torah 
and  interpreted  in  the  light  of  the  pro- 
gressive Jewish  genius. 

"The  Rabbis  express  this  truth  in 
mystic  language.  Everything  that  a 
diligent  student  .  .  .  will  teach  in  the 
distant  future  has  already  been  pro- 
claimed on  Mount  Sinai !  These  words 
have  often  been  misunderstood,  be- 
cause they  were  read  and  interpreted 
literally  and  thus  have  been  the  cause 
for  ridicule  and  malignment.  They 
teach  this  very  truth — that  every  new 
experience  in  the  spiritual  and  intellec- 
tual life  of  the  Jew,  every  new  contri- 
bution of  its  accepted  teachers  is  part 
and  parcel  of  that  same  Torah  that 
began  at  Sinai." 

Just  as  in  a  human  being,  the  pro- 
duct of  a  mind  at  seventy  has  a  "con- 
nection with  his  mind  at  childhood,  so 
the  product  of  the  genius  of  the  Jew- 
ish people  today  comes  from  the  same 
genius  with  which  it  was  endowed  at 
its  birth  at  Sinai." 

This  is  as  excellent  an  account  of 
what  is  meant  by  the  "Oral  Law"  as 
has  been  given  anywhere  in  English. 

FROM  this  basis  Dr.  Levinthal  pro- 
ceeds to  examine  some  of  the  lead- 
ing features  of  Judaism,  its  God  Idea, 
its  Distinctiveness,  its  attitude  toward 
Labour,  its  symbolism  of  Heaven  and 
Hell,  and  its  Messianic  theory.  He 
shows  that  each  of  these  are  progress- 
ive ideas,  developed  and  reformulated 
in  successive  generations. 

It  is,  for  instance,  totally  incorrect 
to  assert  that  Judaism  rejects  the  the- 
ory of  Evolution.  The  Bible  rejects 
it,  but  the  Bible  alone  is  not  Judaism. 
The  Bible  only  has  authoritative  char- 
acter in  Judaism  inasmuch  as  it  repre- 
sents the  first  stages  of  a  dynamic 
tradition.    When  developed,  this  tra- 


dition dispenses  with  the  earlier  forms 
of  its  expression,  though  preserving 
an  organic  relationship  with  the  essen- 
tial spirit,  just  as  the  butterfly  develops 
out  of  the  chrysallis  or  man  out  of  the 
anthropoid  ape. 

This  exposition  of  Judaism  is  essen- 
tially sound  and  essentially  sane.  Dr. 
Levinthal  has  not  screened  himself  be- 
hind unctuous  platitudes,  but  has  faced 
issues  clearly,  logically,  and  luminously. 
Many  of  us  who  labour  under  the  re- 
peated charge  of  being  epikorsim  will 
be  grateful  to  him  for  explaining  our 
position  so  lucidly  and  for  his  demon- 
stration of  the  fact  that  it  is  correct 
Jewish  position,  and  no  deviation.  That 
is  the  essential  point,  and  it  is  in  ma- 
king that  so  crystal  clear  that  this 
learned  and  courageous  Rabbi  per- 
forms his  greatest  service.  Dr.  Levin- 
thal shows  himself  the  kind  of  man 
who  will  sit  down  and  argue  Judaism 
rationally.  He  is  the  kind  of  Rabbi 
whom  many  in  this  country  are  seek- 
ing—a live  thinker  and  fearlessly 
honest  in  discussion. 

DR.  LEVINTHAL'S  book  is  not 
only  rich  in  exf)Osition ;  it  is  also 
rich  in  suggestion.  One  point  especial- 
ly has  struck  me  in  connection  with  his 
argument :  the  point  of  inter-marriage. 
So  much  pontifical  nonsense  is  written 
aliout  this  subject  that  one  welcomes 
so  satisfactory  a  jumping-off  ground 
as  Dr.  Levinthal  provides. 

"Judaism,"  he  says,  "is  inseparable 
from  the  Jewish  people.  That  is  how 
we  can  best  understand  the  Jewish  at- 
titude towards  proselytes.  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  simply  accepting  certain  the- 
oretic beliefs;  it  is  difficult  to  absorb 
the  proselyte  within  the  national  life. 
.  .  .  He  does  not  become  merely  an 
adherent  of  a  creed  or  dogma;  but  a 
Jew,  one  of  the  Jewish  people." 

This  states  in  excellent  fashion  the 
argument  of  those  who  assert  that  Ju- 
daism has  now  developed,  like  Hellen- 
ism, beyond  the  bounds  of  one  people 
and  that,  therefore,  the  Gentile  can  be 
as  good  a  Jew,  if  he  accepts  Jewish 
ideas,  as  the  born  Israelite.  Dr.  Lev- 
inthal's argument  shows  that  Judaism 
is  no  abstract  "ism",  but  a  reality  to 
which  no  man  or  woman  can  be  intel- 
(Continued  on  Page  22) 
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THE  "ST.  CHARLES "  IN  AMERICAN- 
JEWISH  HISTORY 


COLONISTS  from  Europe  were 
in  South  America  as  early  as  the 
sixteenth  century.  Brazil,  a 
vast  country,  had  many  flourishing 
settlements.  It  had  been  discovered  in 
1499  by  the  Spanish  explorer,  Vicente 
Yanez  Pinson,  a  former  companion  of 
Columbus,  but  the  next  year,  Pedro 
Alvarez  Cabral  landed  there  by  chance 
and  took  possession  of  the  country  for 
Portugal.  These  settlements  preceded 
Plymouth  and  even  Jamestown  by  al- 
most a  hundred  years.  Recife,  the  for- 
tified seaport  capital  of  the  captaincy 
of  Pernambuco,  had  become  a  rich  and 
important  city. 

The  Dutch  coveted  Brazil  and  slow- 
ly made  plans  to  take  it  from  the  Por- 
tuguese. In  1624,  the  West  India 
Company  of  Amsterdam,  operating  a 
military  campaign  with  the  aid  and 
official  support  of  the  Dutch  govern- 
ment, captured  Recife.  But  this  Dutch 
supremacy  did  not  last  very  long,  for 
thirty  years  later,  on  January  27,  1654, 
after  a  prolonged  siege  by  the  Portu- 
guese, the  Dutch  surrendered  and  Re- 
cife again  became  d  possession  of  Por- 
tugal. 

Many  Jews  had  settled  in  Brazil 
more  than  a  century  before,  while  the 
Portuguese  were  still  in  control.  Some 
were  outwardly  adherents  of  their  re- 
ligion. Some  were  secret  or  crypto- 
Jews  (Marranos).  Some  had  become 
out-and-out  Catholics.  Their  trade  ac- 
tivities were  many  and  lucrative,  their 
role  in  the  sugar  industry  large. 

While  Holland  ruled,  the  privileges 
and  rights  of  the  Jews  were  in  some 
ways  equal  to  those  of  the  Protestant 
Dutch,  and  often  greater  than  those  of 
the  Catholic  Portuguese  whose  power 
was  feared  by  Amsterdam  as  well  as 
by  the  Colonial  government.  The  Holy 
Office  of  the  Inquisition  could  not 
touch  them.  But,  when  Portugal  re- 
gained her  former  power  over  the 
colony  in  1654,  the  situation  changed 
completely. 

The  Dutch  subjects  in  Brazil,  in- 
cluding the  Jews,  were  given  three 
months  to  wind  up  their  aflfairs  and  de- 
part.   The  clause  in  the  capitulation 

This  fascinating  story  of  the  settling 
of  the  Jews  in  Northern  Atnerica  was 
written  by  Dr.  Kraus  for  the  Jewish 
genealogical  magazine,  "St.  Charles". 


By  WALTER  MAX  KRAUS 

agreement  referring  to  the  latter  reads 

as  follows : 

II.  That  in  this  agreement  there 
shall  be  included  all  nations,  of  what- 
ever quality  or  religion  they  may  be, 
who  are  all  hereby  pardoned  for 
having  been  in  rebellion  against  the 
Crown  of  Portugal,  consenting  that 
the  same  shall  likewise  apply  to  all 
the  Jews  who  are  in  Recife  and 
Maurits-Stadt. 

The  exodus  occurred  in  May,  1654. 
Sixteen  ships  set  sail,  bound  for  Hol- 
land. One  of  these  was  seized  by  a 
Spanish  pirate  ship,  which  in,  turn  was 
captured  by  a  French  privateer,  the 
"Saint  Charles."  With  its  newly  res- 
cued passengers,  among  whom  was 
Domine  Johannes  Theodorus  Polhey- 
mus,  the  "Saint  Charles"  turned  north- 
ward. The  history  of  Martinique  re- 
lates that  the  ship  put  in  at  St.  Pierre, 
the  ill-fated  town  which  was  destroyed 
by  the  volcanic  eruption  of  Mt.  Pele 
in  1902.  After  a  short  stay  in  port, 
the  "Saint  Charles"  set  sail  again.  Its 
passengers  now  consisted  of  Polhey- 
mus,  the  Brazilian  Jews,  and  some 
other  Jews  taken  aboard  en  route. 
Continuing  a  northward  course,  the 
ship  finally  arrived  at  New  Holland, 
or,  as  it  was  better  known.  New  Am- 
sterdam, in  the  early  days  of  Septem- 
ber, 1654.  These  events  are  described 
in  brief  by  David  Franco  Mendes,  in 
the  following  quaint  document : 

And  it  came  to  pass,  in  the  year 
5415  (1654),  that  the  Portuguese 
came  back,  and  from  the  Hollanders 
took  their  lands  by  force.  And  God 
had  compassion  on  His  people,  and 
gave  it  favor  and  grace  in  the  eyes 
of  the  mighty  ruler,  Barreto,  who 
should  be  favorably  remembered, 
and  he  caused  it  to  be  proclaimed 
throughout  his  army  that  every  one 
of  his  soldiers  should  be  careful  not 
to  wrong  or  persecute  any  of  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  that  if  any 
should  wilfully  transgress  his  com- 
mand his  life  would  be  forfeited. 
And  he  gave  them  a  specified  time 
within  which  they  could  sell  their 
houses  and  goods  at  an  adequate 
price  and  in  the  most  advantageous 
manner.  And  he  gave  permission  to 
our  brethren,  initiated  into  the  co- 
venant of  Abraham  (who  number 
more  than  six  hundred  souls)  to  re- 


turn to  our  country  here.  And  he 
commanded  that  if  there  were  not 
enough  of  Hollandish  ships  in  the 
harbor,  as  many  Portuguese  ships 
witliin  his  dominion  should  be  given 
them  until  a  sufficient  number  should 
be  obtained.  And  all  our  people 
went  down  into  the  sea  in  sixteen 
ships,  spread  sail,  and  God  led  them 
to  their  destination  to  this  land,  and 
they  came  to  us  in  peace,  except  one 
ship  which  the  Spaniards  captured 
on  the  high  seas.  And  God  caused 
a  Saviour  to  arise  unto  them,  the 
captain  of  a  French  ship,  arrayed 
for  battle,  and  he  rescued  them  from 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  outlaws  who 
had  done  violence  to  them  and  op- 
pressed them,  and  he  conducted 
them  until  they  reached  the  end  of 
the  inhabited  earth  called  New  Hol- 
land. .  .  .  Etc. 

WITHOUT  passports,  in  debt,  and 
very  far  from  their  destination, 
the  handful  of  passengers  from  the 
"St.  Charles"  was  no  more  welcome 
than  are  passport -less,  impoverished 
immigrants  today.  Deciding  to  remain, 
however,  they  wrote  to  their  influential 
co-religionists  in  Amsterdam  to  peti- 
tion the  home  authorities  to  permit 
them  to  settle  permanently  in  the  new 
land  to  which  they  had  been  brought 
after  so  many  vicissitudes,  and  to 
grant  them  the  rights  of  citizenship 
and  trade. 

The  following  document,  drawn  up 
and  sent  to  the  Home  Government  at 
Amsterdam,  not  only  requested  all 
rights  for  their  fellows  in  New  Am- 
sterdam, but  also  presented  a  clear  and 
concise  account  of  the  political  and  eco- 
nomic status  of  the  Jews  of  the  prin- 
cipal countries  of  Western  Europe  and 
their  colonies : 

To  the  Honorable  Lords,  Direc- 
tors of  the  Chartered  West  India 
Company,  Chamber  of  the  City  of 
Amsterdam. 

The  merchants  of  the  Portuguese 
Nation  residing  in  this  city  respect- 
fully remonstrate  to  your  Honors 
that  it  has  come  to  their  knowledge 
that  your  Honors  raise  obstacles  to 
the  giving  of  permits  or  passports 
to  the  Portuguese  Jews  to  travel  and 
to  go  to  reside  in  New  Netherland, 
{Continued  on  Page  22) 


[12] 


Brooklyn  Jewish  Center  Review 


A  NEW  and  CELEBRATED  JEWISH  THEATRE 
HAS  GROWN  UP  in  GERMANY  DESPITE 

NAZI  OPPRESSION 


ALTHOUGH  Nazi  Germany  has 
driven  out  of  the  German  thea- 
ter all  Jewish  personnel  and 
"influences,"  there  is  a  sense  in  which 
it  flourishes  throughout  Germany  to- 
day as  never  before.  The  medium  of 
its  new  expression  is  the  Kulturbund 
or  the  Jewish  Culture  League.  The 
German  Jews,  as  Jews  everywhere,  are 
great  lovers  of  the  arts,  and  when  the 
Nazis  "cleansed"  the  German  theater 
of  its  Jews — which  meant  all  that  was 
vital  in  Jewry  in  that  country — they 
gathered  their  exiled  ones  unto  them- 
selves and  set  out  to  build  a  true  Jew- 
ish theater. 

It  is  Jewish  not  only  in  aim,  culture 
and  thought;  it  is  Jewish  down  to  the 
last  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  au- 
dience, for  the  German  government,  in 
giving  permission  for  the  creation  of 
the  Kulturbund,  stipulated  that  no  Ar- 
yans be  allowed  into  its  membership 
or  admitted  to  its  performance.  This 
stipulation  was  made  for  two  reasons : 
first,  to  prevent  the  Aryan  from  be- 
coming "polluted"  with  Jewish  influ- 
ence while  attending  the  performances 
and  second,  to  prevent  the  Kulturbund 
from  becoming  a  competitor  to  the 
German  stage. 

The  German  theater  today  is  consid- 
ered moribund,  not  only  in  Berlin  but 
also  in  other  large  centers  throughout 
the  Reich.  That  is  not  surprising.  But 
the  love  of  the  drama  is  not  so  easily 
killed,  and  since  only  theaters  where 
good  enough  acting  is  to  be  seen  today 
are  those  in  the  control  of  the  Kultur- 
bund, the  non-Jews  are  willing  to  pay 
any  price  for  a  seat  at  one  of  the  per- 
formances. But  no  good  German 
money  can  purchase  a  seat,  and  the 
Nazi  guard  stationed  at  each  of  the 
Kulturbund  theaters  sees  to  it  that  the 
rule  of  his  superiors  is  not  broken. 

WHH.E  in  Berlin  I  heard  much 
talk  about  the  Kulturbund  ;  how 
Herr  So  and  So  offered  as  much  as  50 
marks  ($20)  for  a  ticket  to  one  of  its 
performances,  but  wasn't  sold  one  be- 
cause he's  Aryan.  To  his  consterna- 
tion he  learned  that  at  least  once  racial 
"impurity"  is  a  racial  asset. 


By  LILLIAN  ZAHN 

What  sort  of  a  theater  is  this  Kul- 
turbund, and  what  type  of  plays  does 
it  produce  ?  My  curiosity  was  aroused. 
One  sunny  day  I  paid  a  visit  to  the 
Berliner  Theaitetl  on  Charlotten  Strasse, 
the  former  seat  of  Max  Reinhardt 
productions  and  now  the  home  of  the 
Kulturbund.  I  asked  to  see  Dr.  Kurt 
Singer,  who,  I  was  told,  was  one  of 
the  founders  and  leaders  of  the  Jewish 
theater  movement  in  Germany. 

Dr.  Singer,  a  short  man  with  pierc- 
ing eyes,  wide  forehead  and  a  head 
much  too  large  for  his  little  body, 
gave  me  an  audience  but  not  an  inter- 
view. 

"I  am  sorry,  I  am  not  permitted  to 
grant  an  interview  to  anyone,"  he  said,- 
"unless  he  or  she  produces  a  written 
permission  from  State  Commissioner 
of  Culture  Hinkel  who  controls  our 
theater." 

"Then  I  shall  go  to  Commissioner 
Hinkel  and  get  this  permission,"  I  re- 
plied. 

"No  use  your  troubling  yourself,"  he 
added,  "because  Herr  Hinkel  does  not 
receive  Jews." 

I  was  non-plussed  for  a  moment. 

"Very  well,  I  shall  see  if  he  dares 
not  to  receive  me,"  I  said  defiantly.  "1, 
an  American  correspondent." 

(IMMEDIATELY  went  to  the  office 
of  Commissioner  Hinkel,  located  in 
the  Prussian  State  Building,  not  far 
from  the  Berliner  Theater.  I  was  ush- 
ered into  a  large  private  office  and  in- 
troduced to  Herr  Hans  Hinkel,  a  burly 
man  of  about  35,  with  sandy  hair. 
Herr  Hinkel  shook  my  hand  profuse- 
ly and  asked  me  to  sit  down.  I  ex- 
plained my  mission. 

"It  is  true,"  he  said  in  a  broken 
English,  "we  do  not  permit  the  Kultur- 
bund leaders  to  interview  anyone  with- 
out our  sanction." 

"How  about  my  interviewing  them?" 
I  ventured. 

He  sat  silent  for  a  moment  and 
thought. 

"Yes,  I  believe  that  can  be  arranged, 
but  on  one  condition.  You  must  inter- 
view them  right  here  in  this  office  and 
in  my  presence.    I  am  not  doing  this 


because  I  want  to  censor  the  interview. 
It  is  because  I  want  to  protect  the 
leaders  from  telling  you  things  that 
would  react  badly  for  them  later  on — 
you  understand.  It  is  for  their  own 
protection  that  I  want  the  interview 
in  my  presence." 

"Agreed  !"  I  exclaimed. 

"I  will  have  my  secretary  let  you 
know  the  day  and  time  of  the  inter- 
view," he  added,  as  he  ushered  me  out 
of  the  office  with  a  j)olileness  that  was 
amazing,  quite  unusual  from  the  hard 
and  cold  manner  of  most  Nazi  officials. 

A  few  days  later  I  received  word 
from  Herr  Hinkel's  secretary  that  the 
interview  was  to  take  place  on  Tues- 
day of  the  following  week  at  12:30  in 
his  office. 

WHEN  I  arrived  at  the  appointed 
time  I  found  Dr.  Singer  and  his 
associate.  Dr.  Werner  Levie,  await- 
ing me  in  Herr  Hinkel's  office.  In  ad- 


A  scene  from  one  of 
the  productions 
of  the 
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dition  to  Herr  Hinkel  there  were  two 
guards,  one  of  them  attired  in  the 
black  uniform  of  the  Hitler  guards 
and  the  other  in  civilian  garb.  An 
Englishman,  serving  as  interpreter 
whenever  the  German  conversation 
got  too  involved  for  me,  was  also 
present.  The  interview  lasted  one  hour 
and  ten  minutes,  but  before  it  began 
Herr  Hinkel  made  me  promise  solemn- 
ly not  to  make  any  attempts  to  inter- 
view the  Kulturbund  leaders  in  private 
at  any  time  in  the  future. 

"What  is  the  purpose  of  the  Kultur- 
bund?" I  asked  Dr.  Singer. 

"To  give  employment  to  the  ousted 
Jewish  actors,  singers,  dancers  and 
musicians  on  the  one  hand,"  he  began, 
"and  to  afiford  a  medium  of  entertain- 
ment to  the  thousands  of  Jews,  when 
they  could  forget  for  a  few  hours  at 
least  the  hostile  atmosphere  of  the  Ar- 
yan world  and  bathe  in  their  own 
learning  and  culture,  both  ancient  and 
modern.  We  have  still  another  pur- 
pose in  mind,  an  artistic  one,  namely, 
to  wed  the  arts :  drama,  music  ^  and 
dance  into  one  theater,  one  stage." 

Dr.  Singer  then  proceeded  to  outline 
briefly  the  history  of  the  Kulturbund. 

The  Nazi  decrees  of  April  1933 
spelled  insecurity,  despair  and  ruin  for 
German  Jews.  Jewish  talent  was  being 


ousted  and  ostracized  from  the  cultural 
life  of  Germany.  Some  of  the  luckier 
ones  found  jobs  abroad,  but  the  great 
majority  had  to  stay  behind  and  face 
destitution  and  want.  In  the  face  of 
this  situation,  four  Jews,  ostracized 
and  deprived  of  their  jobs,  got  together 
in  June  1933  to  discuss  plans  for  re- 
lieving the  situation  of  the  German 
artist.  They  were  Dr.  Singer,  the  for- 
mer superintendent  of  the  Berlin  Mu- 
nicipal Opera  House;  Dr.  Levie,  a 
journalist  on  the  now  extinct  Vossische 
Zeitung,  who  was  ousted  because  of 
his  racial  origin;  Julius  Bab,  a  play- 
wright, and  Kurt  Baumann,  formerly 
of  the  Berlin  Municipal  Opera  House 
and  well  known  in  New  York  for  his 
performances  here. 

THE  four  pioneers  appeared  before 
Commissioner  Hinkel  and  presen- 
ted their  plan  to  form  the  Kulturbund. 
After  some  delay  this  permission  was 
granted,  on  condition  that  no  Aryans 
lie  admitted  to  membership  or  perfor- 
mances of  the  Kulturbund.  The  pio- 
neejs,  starting  without  a  penny  of  cap- 
ital, soon  recruited  others  in  their 
scheme  and  within  three  months  they 
had  a  membership  of  10,000  Jewish 
men  and  women.  Today  Kultur bunds 
are  sprouting  throughout  the  Reich. 
The  i^ersonnel  of  the  Berlin  Kultur- 
bund alone  totals  220  actors,  singers, 
dancers,  stage  hands,  musicians,  etc. 
The  orchestra  alone  numbers  40  mu- 


Children  in  the  audience  of  the  New 
Jewish  theater  in  Germany. 

sicians  of  first  rank,  under  the  batons 
of  Joseph  Rosenstock,  former  musical 
director  of  the  Mannheim  Opera 
House,  and  Michael  Taube,  whose 
little  orchestra,  giving  concerts  of  18th 
century  music,  was  long  a  familiar 
feature  of  Berlin's  musical  life. 

The  cast  includes  Fritz  Wisten  of 
the  State  Theater  in  Stuttgart ;  Lilly 
Kahn,  formerly  of  the  Frankfort 
State  Theater ;  Fritzi  Jokl,  former  col- 
oratura soprano  of  the  Municipal 
Opera  House  in  Muenich ;  Marcel 
Noee,  leading  tenor  of  the  State 
Opera  House  in  Berlin;  Walter  Olitz- 
ki,  baritone,  formerly  of  the  Opera 
House  in  Koenigsberg ;  Kurt  Katsch 
of  the  Frankfurt  State  Theater,  and 
many  other  stars  garnered  from  the 
best  theaters  and  opera  houses  through- 
out the  Reich,  making  each  Kultur- 
bund production  an  all-star  perfor- 
mance. 

So  far  Lessing's  "Nathan  the  Wise," 
Stefan  Zweig's  "Jeremiah,"  Beetho- 
ven's "Fidelio,"  Mozart's  "Marriage 
of  Figaro"  and  Shakespeare's  "Othel- 
lo" have  been  produced.  Once  a  month 
Dr.  Singer,  who  is  the  managing  di- 
rector, has  inaugurated  a  children's 
experimental  theater  when  children's 
plays  are  performed  by  children  for 
children.  The  children  are  sometimes 
given  only  an  outline  of  the  action 
{Continued  on  next  Page) 
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taking  place  and  are  left  to  improvise 
their  own  lines.  In  this  way  their  im- 
agination is  given  full  play  and  an  op- 
portunity   for    greater  development. 

IN  Berlin  no  less  than  20,000  Jewish 
men,  women  and  children,  mem- 
bers of  the  Kulturbund,  attend  its  per- 
formances regularly.  Membership  in 
the  Kulturbund  is  open  to  any  resident 
Jew  or  Jewess  in  Berlin  and  its  su- 
burbs and  also  to  the  Aryan  mate  of 
a  Jew  or  Jewess.  At  first  Aryan  mates 
were  not  eligible  for  membership,  but 
later  this  restriction  was  rescinded  in 
order  to  maintain  the  unity  of  the 
family  in  its  excursions  to  the  treater. 
Each  member  pays  a  monthly  fee  of 
2.50  marks  ($1.00),  which  entitles  him 
to  one  full  length  play,  one  full  length 
opera  and  one  evening  of  light  enter- 
tainment during  the  month.  He  is  also 
entitled  to  attend  one  lecture  a  month. 
Lectures  are  given  in  the  fields  of  lit- 
erature, music,  art  and  religion  by 
leading  authorities,  with  special  em- 
phasis on  Jewish  achievement  in  each 
field.  There  is  no  political  discussion, 
for  obvious  reasons. 

After  paying  his  dues,  the  member 
receives  a  membership  card,  which  is 
a  veritable  passport,  with  photo  and 
all,  so  that  it  may  not  be  transferred 
to  an  Aryan  by  chance.  At  the  evening 
of  the  performance  the  member  calls 
at  the  box  office  where  he  picks  his 
seat  by  lottery  from  a  basket.  If  he 
is  lucky,  he  picks  the  best  seat  in  the 
house,  if  not  he  is  allotted  to  the  gal- 
lery. Usually  the  seats  come  in  pairs, 


so  that  a  husband  and  wife  may  sit 
together,  but  if  a  husband  should  de- 
cide to  bring  his  wife  and  his  mother 
as  well,  one  of  the  three  is  obliged  to 
sit  apart.  Before  entering  the  theater 
each  member  is  scrutinized  by  a  Nazi 
guard  stationed  at  the  theater  and  the 
photograph  carefully  examined  and 
compared  with  the  bearer,  to  make 
sure  that  both  are  one.  Woe  unto  him 
who  tries  to  enter  on  another's  pass- 
port. 


TODAY  there  are  Kulturbunds  in 
the  leading  cities  of  the  Reich,  such 
as  Frankfurt  A.  M.,  Cologne,  Breslau, 
Konigsberg,  Rostock,  Osnabrueck,  Ha- 
nover and  others.  In  each  of  these 
Kulturbunds  is  an  oasis  of  art  for  art's 
sake,  for  plays  and  operas  having  an 
artistic  merit  only  are  produced.  But 
before  they  ar  produced,  the  plays  and 
operas  must  first  be  gone  over  and  ap- 
proved by  Herr  Hinkel,  who  selects 
the  ones  that  are  least  harmless  in  in- 
fluence and  less  likely  to  cause  criti- 
cism of  his  superiors.  Upwards  of 
60,000  Jewish  men  and  women  are  en- 
rolled as  Kulturbund  members,  who 
ar  entitled  to  admission  to  its  pro- 
ductions. 

"We  have  turned  restlessness  and 
despair  into  constructive  channels," 
Dr.  Singer  concluded,  "and  we  are 
proud  of  our  achievement." 

"Do  you  intend  to  continue  with  the 
Kulturbund  even  when  the  time  comes 
when  Jews  will  be  received  back  into 
the  German  cultural  life?"  I  asked 
with  due  apologies  to  Herr  Hinkel. 
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"Yes,  even  then,"  Dr.  Singer  repned. 
"The  Kulturbund  is  a  permanent 
thing." 

Before  the  interview  was  concluded, 
Herr  Hinkel  assured  me  that  he  was 
only  too  pleased  to  see  more  Jews 
joining  the  Kulturbund,  so  that  more 
and  more  Jewish  talent  could  be  em- 
ployed by  it  and  less  of  it  would  find 
it  necessary  to  emigrate. 

"By  the  way,  Herr  Hinkel,"  I  inter- 
rupted "would  you  want  me  to  submit 
a  copy  of  my  story  of  the  interview 
to  you  before  publication?" 

"Oh,  no,  no,"  he  smiled.  "That 
would  smack  too  much  of  censorship." 

A FEW  weeks  later  I  read  a  notice 
in  one  of  the  Berlin  dailies  to  the 
eflfect  that  next  Summer  the  govern- 
ment is  planning  to  raze  the  Berliner 
Theater,  leased  by  it  to  the  Kultur- 
bund, and  erect  garages  on  its  site.  In 
Berlin  there  are  many  old  theaters, 
needing  razing,  but  the  government  has 
decided  on  the  Berliner — a  subtle  ef- 
fort to  drown  the  Kulturbund  move- 
ment "which  is  eclipsing  the  German 
theater  with  its  successful  productions. 

But  the  Kulturbund  is  far  from  a 
demise.  It  has  already  been  swamped 
by  attractive  ofTers  from  owners  of 
other  theaters  who  prefer  a  Jewish 
tenant  drawing  a  full  house  and  able 
to  pay  rent  to  an  Aryan  one  who 
draws  an  empty  house  and  can't  pay 
the  rent.   

This  article  is  published  here  by  cour- 
tesy of  the  Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle. 
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"THROW  OUT  THE  JEWS  ' 


(This  striking  declaration  was  orig- 
inally published  in  the  Hearst  news- 
papers on  May  3,  1933) 

SO,  they're  going  to  dissolve  all  the 
Free  and  Masonic  Lodges  in 
Germany,  rewrite  the  ritual  and 
drop  the  Jews?  Wonder  what  they 
are  going  to  do  about  Jesus  of  Na- 
zareth ? 

But  He — Mr.  Hitler  would  un- 
doubtedly retort — was  the  Son  of  God ; 
not  a  Jew. 

That  is  as  it  may  be.  But  even  so, 
Jehovah's  seed  was  cased  in  flesh  that 
came  straight  from  the  House  of 
David.  And  the  gentle  face  that  bent 
above  the  manger  on  that  starry  night 
was  a  Jewish  face.  And  the  kindly, 
calloused  hands  that  taught  a  stripling 
boy  to  use  the  hammer  and  plane  and 
saw  were  Jewish  hands.  And  the  little 
home,  where  the  candles  burned  on  the 
Sabbath  night  and  the  white  light  of  a 
splendid  tradition  flamed  throughout 
the  week,  was  a  Jewish  home. 

Yes — even  more ! 

Thirty-three  years  He  was  to  live, 
and  of  those  years  only  three  were 
spent  in  ministry.  But  those  few 
months  have  left  their  mark  on  all  the 
world.  And  why?  Because  He  was 
the  Son  of  God?  Yes,  but  also  be- 
cause He  was  the  son  of  all  His  early 
fathers  —  of  Abraham,  and  Moses, 
David  and  Solomon,  valiant  old  Isaiah, 
brooding  Hosea,  with  a  face  like  a  thin, 
bright  flame.  He  was  their  son,  as  well 
as  the  Son  of  God.  They  broke  the 
trail  His  feet  were  to  follow.  They 
reared  the  temple  His  hands  were  to 
serve.  They  lit  the  torch  that  blazes 
now  throughout  all  Christendom. 

"Throw  out  the  Jews?" 

But  it  was  this  Jewish  wisdom  that 
gave  the  first  Christian  His  knowledge 
of  men  and  life. 

And  it  was  Jewish  tenderness  and 
love  of  justice  that  made  Him  despise 
the  cruelty  of  Rome,  the  viciousness  of 
His  own  corrupt  Sanhedrin  Machine. 

And  it  was  JEWISH  COURAGE 
—  BLOOD  HERITAGE  OF  ALL 
THOSE  TORTURED  SOULS 
WHO  HAD  GONE  BEFORE  — 
WHICH  GAVE  HIM  THE 
STRENGTH  TO  DIE  FOR  THE 
THING  HE  LOVED  AND,  DYING, 
GASP:  "FATHER,  FORGIVE 


By  ELSIE  ROBINSON 

THEM ;  THEY  KNOW  NOT 
WHAT  THEY  DO." 

I  am  not  a  Jew.  But  I  am  a  Chris- 
tian. And  for  all  that  Christianity 
means  to  me  or  to  the  world,  I  must 
be  grateful,  not  only  to  that  young 
Jew  of  Nazareth,  but  to  all  Jewry. 

For,  while  the  rest  of  Humanity 
worshipped  its  little  mud  idols  with 
obscene  rites,  lusted  and  looted  like  the 
jungle  beasts  which  they  were,  the  Jews 
took  the  Law  from  Sinai,  built  the 
Altar,  kept  the  Faith. 

Through  desert  exile,  through  in- 
credible persecution,  still  the  candles 
burned.  While  the  power  that  was 
Egypt  scattered  like  her  desert  sands 
and  the  Glory  that  was  Rome  sprawled, 
a  putrid  corpse,  in  her  stone  gutters, 
the  Jews,  without  wealth,  without 
power,  without  a  nation,  still  held  on. 
And  today  our  civilization  rests  on  the 
traditions  which  were  taught  that  little 
Hebrew  boy  in  the  shabby  home  of  a 
Jewish  carpenter. 

Corruption  and  conniving  amongst 


'YOUTH 

THIS  is  the  name  given  to  the  emi- 
gration of  juvenile  groups  from 
other  countries  to  Palestine ;  but  it  has 
come  to  be  applied  especially  to  the 
groups  of  youth  going  from  Germany. 
It  is  the  largest  rehabilitation  activity 
for  children  that  has  ever  been  under- 
taken in  modern  times  except  during 
the  World  War  period.  The  account 
of  the  departure  of  a  single  group  (of 
150)  from  Berlin  is  a  moving  story. 
There  gather  to  say  good-bye  to  them 
parents  belonging  to  many  social  class- 
es, but  at  the  moment  there  are  no 
differences.  The  scene  suggests  the 
common  fate  that  has  befallen  the  Jew- 
ish community. 

But  there  is,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
glowing  anticipation  on  the  part  of 
tiiose  who  are  to  have  part  in  this  pil- 
grimage of  freedom.  Some  have  kin- 
dred or  friends  already  in  Palestine, 
but  some  will  go  as  strangers  to  a  land 
that  cannot,  after  all,  be  strange  to 
any  of  them.   A  festival  of  welcome 


Jews?  Where  isn't  there  corruption 
and  conniving?  What  race  has  a 
monopoly  on  that?  But  against  that 
record  put  this :  What  race  has  given 
to  the  world  such  beauty,  such  song, 
such  vision,  such  sensitive  communing 
with  the  Eternal  Mysteries  as  the  Jew  ? 

And  WHERE  IN  ALL  THE 
LENGTH  AND  BREADTH  OF 
CHRISTENDOM  CAN  YOU  FIND 
A  SETTLEMENT  WHERE  THE 
HOME  LIFE  OF  THE  JEW  DOES 
NOT  SHAME  THE  HOME  LIFE 
OF  OTHER  CITIZENS? 

"Throw  out  the  Jews?" 

It  can't  be  done.  Thank  God  it 
can't !  For  the  Jew  is  more  than  a  man 
of  certain  faith  or  certain  blood.  He  is 
a  symbol — the  Sign,  made  manifest  in 
flesh,  of  a  dream  which  has  filled  the 
heart  of  man  since  God  first  breathed 
His  fire  into  a  lump  of  clay.  And  as 
long  as  our  hearts  shall  grope  for  beau- 
ty and  order,  for  love  and  law,  the  Jew 
will  go  on — until  at  last  there  is  no  Jew 
and  no  Gentile,  only  all  Sons  of  God. 


ALIJAH" 

awaits  them  at]  the  other  end  of  the 
journey  —  at  Haifa,  and  they  find 
the  places  that  have  been  prepared  for 
them.  At  the  time  of  the  report  500 
youths  had  been  transferred  to  Pales- 
tine ;  700  more  were  preparing  to  go 
soon,  and  many  thousands  are  waiting 
for  the  opportunity  to  receive  the  pre- 
liminary training  permitted  before 
leaving  the  land  of  their  birth,  where 
they  are  barred  from  nearly  all  the 
trades  and  professions  and  where  only 
a  small  number  of  apprenticeships  for 
agriculture  and  handicraft  are  open  to 
them. 

In  Palestine  the  range  of  occupation 
is  not  a  wide  one  (the  different  phases 
of  handicraft),  but  intellectual  oppor- 
tunities are  ever  in  sight.  The  intellec- 
tual leaders  all  do  their  share  of  manu- 
al labor  every  day.  And  the  university 
stands  on  a  hill  in  the  midst  of  the 
land.  Dark  as  the  picture  in  the  break- 
ing up  of  German  homes  is,  there  is  a 
bright  side  to  it  at  the  other  end. 

— N.  y.  Times 
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IN  THE  CENTER 


Center  Academy  Graduates — Class  of  1935 


First  Row — Left  to  Right:  Rabbi  Israel  H.  Levinthal,  Chairman 
Advisory  Board,  Miss  Irene  Bush,  Head  Hebrew 
Department,  Blanche  lona  Siegel,  Amy  Stone,  Doris 
Lucy  Blitman,  Miriam  Ann  Adler.  Joan  Frieda  Jafife, 
Florence  Bernice  Goody,  Miss  Ethel  Ayres,  Instruc- 
tor Graduating  Class  and  Miss  Alice  M.  Brenan, 
Director  of  the  Academy. 

Second  Row — Left  to  Right:  Albert  Samuel  Jafife,  Paul  Michtom 
Rosenstein,  Ephraim  Goldberg,  Sidney  Frederick 
Polsky  and  Rich  Lee  Sneider. 


CENTER  HEBREW  SCHOOL  HOLDS  IMPRESSIVE 
GRADUATION  EXERCISES 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  RELIGIOUS 
CLASSES  CLOSE  SUCCESSFUL 
SEASON  ON  JUNE  9th 

Our  Sunday  School  had  a  very  suc- 
cessful season  this  year  with  a  record 
for  good  attendance  and  high  averages 
in  all  the  classes. 

At  the  Closing  Exercises,  which 
were  held  on  Sunday  morning,  June 
9th,  the  following  children  were  a- 
warded  Honor  Certificates  in  the  fol- 
lowing classes : 

Kindergarten — Miss  Tobie 

Large  Certificate    Small  Certificate 
Harvey  Solomon    Gladys  Goldberg 
Herbert  Schnall    Josef  Weissberg 

Class  One — Miss  Kramer 

Helen  Feiler         Zelda  Jalofsky 
Harold  Horowitz   Joan  Sukloff 
Martin  Katlowitz 

Class  Two — Miss  Heller 

(Rapid  Advance) 
Elaine  Engelson     Cecily  Goldberg 
Edward  Greenberg  Irene  Mendelsohn 
Rhoda  Kasnowitz 

Class  Threei — Miss  Prensky 

Ruth  Spielvogel 
Iris  Smith  Charlotte  Klepper 

Class  Three — Miss  Hirsh 

Phoebe  Bair  Lenore  Reibstein 

Dorothy  Gribetz     Mortirner  Katz 
Bernice  Shupack    Lois  Siegel 

Class  Four — Miss  Aaronson 

P.  Rosenbluth       Gay  Siegel 


PERSONALS 

Congratulations  are  extended  to 
Miss  Gladys  Kurshan,  who  was  grad- 
uated from  Adelphi  College  with  a 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  to 
Mr.  Jerome  Kurshan,  who  was  gradu- 
ated from  Erasmus  Hall  High  School. 
They  are  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Oscar  Kurshan. 


Our  best  wishes  for  a  speedy  and 
complete  recovery  are  extended  to  Mrs. 
J.  D.  Booth  who  has  recently  returned 
from  the  hospital  where  she  was  con- 
fined due  to  illness. 


A  large  audience  of  men  and  women 
attended  the  Graduation  Exercises  of 
our  daily  Hebrew  School,  which  were 
held  in  the  Synagogue  on  Monday 
evening,  June  17th. 

Mr.  Bernard  Semel,  the|  Honorary 
Secretary  of  the  Jewish  Education  As- 
sociation, and  leading  communal  work- 
er, delivered  an  interesting  address,  in 
which  he  charged  the  graduates  as  to 
their  duties  as  responsible  members  of 
the  Jewish  community. 

A  fine  musical  program  was  render- 
ed by  Shlomele,  a  child  prodigy  can- 
tor, which  delighted  the  audience. 

The  graduates  all  took  part  in  the 
]jrogram  by  rendering  impressive  ad- 
dresses in  Hebrew  and  English.  Greet- 
ings were  presented  by  Mr.  Joseph  M. 
Schwartz,  the  President  of  the  Center. 
Mrs.  S.  Fleischman,  the  secretary  of 
the  Parent-Teachers  Association  pre- 
sented the  gold  medal  awarded  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hyman  Rachmil,  to  the  out- 
standing graduate  for  proficiency  in 


studies,  Arthur  Feinberg.  She  also 
presented  a  silver  medal,  in  behalf  of 
the  Parent-Teachers  Association,  to 
Bernice  Feldman,  for  the  second  high- 
est average  in  proficiency.  Greetings 
were  also  received  from  Mrs.  Phillip 
Brenner,  the  President  of  the  Sister- 
hood and  Mrs.  Rose  Wiener,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Parent-Teachers  Associa- 
tion, both  of  whom  were,  unfortunate- 
ly, absent. 

The  following  is  this  year's  list  of 
graduates:  Hilton  Atlas,  Arthur  Fein- 
berg, Doris  Feinberg,  Bernice  Feld- 
man, Mildred  Freedman,  Mortimer 
Goldman,  Mervin  Rosenberg,  Melvin 
Roth,  Seymour  Rothkopf,  Doris  Stark. 

The  members  of  the  class,  in  honor 
of  their  graduation,  presented  to  the 
Center  Library  a  set  of  the  new  edition 
of  the  Moreh  Nebuchim  (A  Guide 
to  the  Perplexed — by  Moses  Maimon- 
ides)  edited  by  the  well-known  He- 
brew scholar,  Dr.  Judah  Kaufman,  of 
Palestine. 
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DR.  BAKER  TO  GIVE  CLOSING  LEC- 
TURE ON  JUNE  24th 

The  final  lecture  of  the  course  on 
Psychology  by  Dr.  Ernest  L.  Baker, 
noted  psychologist,  will  be  given  at  the 
Center  next  Afonday  evening,  June 
24th,  at  8:30  o'clock.  On  that  "eve- 
ning. Dr.  Baker  will  speak  on  the 
subject :  "Building  Your  Own  Future". 

Plans  are  now  being  made  for  the 
continuation  of  the  course  by  Dr. 
Baker  in  our  building  for  the  coming 
season.  Further  details  will  be  an- 
nounced in  a  forthcoming  issue  of  the 
Bulletin. 

This  course  of  lectures  is  given  un- 
der the  joint  auspices  of  the  New 
York  City  J)oard  of  Education  and 
the  Forum  and  Educational  Committee 
of  the  Center. 

There  is  no  charge  for  admission. 


CONSECRATION  SERVICE  FOR 
GIRLS  NEXT  SHEVOUTH 

Beginning  with  the  Shevouth  festi- 
val next  year,  our  Center  will  hold  an 
annual  Consecration  Service  for  girls. 

In  order  to  be  eligible  for  such  Ser- 
vice, the  girls  will  have  to  enroll  in  a 
special  class  which  will  be  formed  in 
September,  and  which  will  meet  at 
least  once  every  week  for  a  thorough 
study  of  the  principles  of  Jewish  faith 
and  practice.  Rabbi  Levinthal  has  en- 
gaged one  of  the  outstanding  students 
of  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary  of 
America  to  be  in  charge  of  this  special 
group. 

This  Consecration  Class  will  be  open 
to  those  girls  who  have  graduated  from 
the  Center  Academy  and  from  the 
Center  Hebrew  School,  as  well  as  from 
the  Center  Sunday  School,  provided 
they  have  had  at  least  an  elementary 
training  in  Hebrew.  The  class  will  be 
limited  in  number,  and  we  hope  that 
parents  will  make  inquiry  about  this 
matter  before  they  leave  for  their  va- 
cations. 


HEBREV/  AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
CHILDREN  DISTRIBUTE  KEREN  AMI 
FUNDS 

The  children  of  our  Hebrew  and 
Sunday  Schools  have  been  maintain- 
ing a  special  fund  to  which  they  con- 
tributed every  week,  and  which  was 
known  as  the  Keren  Ami. 

During  the  past  month,  the  secre- 
taries and  treasurers  of  each  class, 
who  took  charge  of  the  collection,  held 
a  meeting  together  with  Rabbi  Levin- 
thai,  and  listened  to  the  various  ap- 


peals that  reached  our  school  fro 
many  organizations  and  institutions. 
After  considerable  discussion,  the  fol- 
lowing allotments  were  made,  and 
checks  representing  these  sums  were 
sent  by  the  children  to  these  organi- 


zations : 

For  the  relief  of  Jewish  chil- 
dren in  Germany    $10.00 

For  the  Jewish  Theological 

Seminary  of  America  .  .  10.00 
For  the  maintenance  of  He- 
brew Kindergartens  in  Pa- 
lestine  10.00 

For  the  Braille  Review  for 

the  Jewish  Blind   5.00 

For  the  Ner  Tamid — toys  for 

children  in  Palestine   5.00 

For  the  Falasha  Jews    3.00 

For   the   Marrano   Jews  in 

Spain  and  Portugal    3.00 


The  children  hope  to  intensify  their 
interest  for  the  Keren  Ami  next  .sea- 
son so  that  they  may  be  able  to  con- 
tribute even  larger  sums  to  many  more 
worthy  appeals. 

PERSONAL 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  Mr. 
Herbert  Manuel  Koven  the  son  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Koven  who  was 
graduated  from  the  University  of 
Maine  on  June  17,  1935  with  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Science. 


NEW  MEMBERS 
The  following  have  applied  for  mem- 
bership in  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center: 

Berg,  Louis 

Unmarried  Attorney 

Res.— 12  Balfour  Place 

Bus.— 50  Court  Street 

Proposed  by  Maurice  Bernhardt 
Kassel,  Charles 

Married  ^ifg-  Chemists 

Res. — 178  Hopkinson  Avenue 

Bus.— 2126  Fulton  Street 

Proposed  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Kassel 
Radutzky,  Al 

Unmarried  Manager 

Res.— 10  Balfour  Place 

Bus. — 47  Varick  Avenue 

Proposed  by  Harry  Radutzky 
ScharfF,  Jacob 

Married  Mfrs'  Agent 

Res. — 763  Eastern  Parkway 

Bus. — 154  Nassau  Street 

Proposed  by  David  Spiegel 
Schwartz,  Samuel  J. 

Unmarried  Accountant 

Res.— 922  42nd  Street 

P.us.— 524  West  50th  Street 
W'allins,  Alexander 

.Married  Warehouse 

Res.— 2964  West  23rd  Street 

Bus. — 30  Tenth  Street 


ADDITIONAL  APPOINTMENT  OF 
CHAIRMEN  OF  COMMITTEES 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  the  Governing  Board, 
the  President  of  the  Center,  Mr. 
Joseph  M.  Schwartz,  announced  the 
ap]3ointment  of  Mr.  Arthur  Joseph  as 
chairman  of  the  newly  created  com- 
mittee on  General  Activities.  This 
committee  is  to  consist  of  chairmen 
of  all  standing  committees  and  will 
have  as  its  purpose  the  coordination  of 
all  activities  in  the  building. 

Mr.  Schwartz  also  announced  Mr. 
.Maurice  Bernhardt  as  chairman  of  the 
Social  and  Entertainment  Committee 
to  succeed  Mr.  Frank  Levey  who  ask- 
ed to  be  relieved  of  his  duties. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Hearty  congratulations  and  best 
wishes  are  extended  to  the  following: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Bernstein,  of 
430  Crown  Street,  upon  the  marriage 
of  their  daughter,  Roslyn,  to  Mr. 
Harold  Rinzler  which  was  held  at  the 
Center,  Sunday,  June  16,  1935. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abraham  Shapiro,  of 
725  St.  Marks  Avenue,  upon  the  mar- 
riage of  their  daughter,  Cynthia  G., 
to  Dr.  Samuel  AL  Segal  on  Sunday, 
June  16th. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isidor  Stark  of  1715 
Xewkirk  Avenue  upon  the  marriage  of 
their  daughter.  Priscilla,  to  Mr.  Lester 
E.  Geller,  to  be  held  on  Fridav,  June 
21st. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isidor  Fine,  of  881 
Washington  Avenue,  and  Mrs.  Ma.x 
Lefif  of  135  Eastern  Parkway,  upon 
the  marriage  of  their  children  Roslyn 
LelT  to  Jesse  J.  Fine  to  be  held  at  the 
Center,  Sunday.  June  23rd. 

Mr.  and  Airs.  Herman  I.  Goldman 
upon  the  marriage  of  their  son,  Alor- 
timer.  to  Juliette  Geraldine  Rosenblum 
on  Sunday,  June  16,  1935. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Henry  Mervis  of  1634 
Union  street  upon  the  marriage  of 
their  daughter,  Sylvia,  to  Air.  Nathan 
Alintzer  to  be  held  at  the  Center  on 
Sunday,  June  30th,  1935. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Alorris  Rosen f eld  of 
354  New  York  Avenue  and  Air.  and 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Chertoflf  of  1423  Carroll 
Street  upon  the  marriage  of  their 
children,  Esther  Chertoff  to  Irving 
Rosenfeld  to  be  held  at  the  Center  on 
Tuesday,  July  2,  1935. 

Airs.  I.  Weinstein  of  1218  Carroll 
Street  upon  the  marriage  of  her  daugh- 
ter, Florence,  to  Afr.  Herman  Shul- 
man,  to  be  held  at  the  Center  on  Thurs- 
dav.  July  4.  1935. 

Airs.  S.  Leibowitz  upon  the  birth  of 
a  son  to  her  children.  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Leibler,  on  June  11.  1935. 
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Jews  SHOULD  Stick  Together 

By  MAURICE  BERNHARDT 


loss  of  his  beloved  mother  on  June 
17,  1935. 


HEYWOOD  BROUN  in  one  of 
his  editorials,  said,  "By  a  curi- 
ous ironical  twist,  Anti-Semit- 
ism, insofar  as  it  attempts  rationali- 
zation, charges  Jews  with  the  posses- 
sion of  a  quality  in  which  they  are 
tragically  lacking.  I  refer  to  the  fa- 
miliar assertion,  'The  trouble  with 
Jews  is  that  they  always  stick  together'. 
Nothing  is  further  from  the  fact.  No 
people  in  America  represents  a  greater 
divergence  in  points  of  view.  "In  fact, 
if  I  may  be  impertinent  enough  to  give 
advice  in  a  case  where  it  has  not  been 
sought,  I  think  it  would  be  an  admir- 
able thing  if  the  Jews  of  the  world 
had  a  far  greater  sense  of  that  soli- 
darity of  which  they  stand  accused." 

It  is  a  sad  tale  but  nevertheless  a 
fact  that  the  Jews  lack  organization. 
We  are  not  only  beset  with  enemies  on 
all  sides,  we  are  our  own  enemies.  We 
simply  do  not  seem  to  be  able  to  bury 
our  own  diflferences  and  present  a  uni- 
ted front  against  those  who  seek  to 
destroy  us. 

Does  it  really  require  much  discus- 
sion to  penetrate  our  understanding 
and  make  us  realize  how  necessary  it 
is  for  each  one  of  us  to  wake  up  and 
become  an  active  link  in  the  movement 
to  combat  Anti-Semitism  ?  Can  we  for 
our  own  good  continue  to  hold  aloof 
and  be  unconscious  of  this  tremendous 
problem?  Can  we  continue  to  hide 
our  head  in  the  sand  and  play  the  part 
of  an  ostrich  and  believe  that  all  is 
well?  Is  it  not  better  to  face  the  sit- 
uation as  it  really  exists  and  see  if  it 
cannot  possibly  be  remedied?  Have 
we  not  learned  our  lessons  from  his- 
tory and  must  we  be  reminded  of  the 
fact  that  history  repeats  itself?  Are 
we  going  to  allow  the  course  of  events 
which  took  place  in  Germany  to  re- 
peat themselves  elsewhere?  Are  we 
too  going  to  grope  around  without  any 
centralized  command  or  place  to  go  to  ? 
Are  we  going  to  be  swallowed  up  in 
the  terrific  current  of  Anti-Semitism? 

Wake  up  you  who  are  not  concerned 
and  cannot  be  bothered.  Wake  up  be- 
fore it  is  too  late.  You  can  start  by 
joining  an  active  Jewish  body.  Amal- 
gamate yourself  with  your  people,  and 
if  the  outside  world  finds  us  united 
they  will  not  trouble  us  so  often.  Come 
more  often  to  your  Jewish  Centers. 
There  you  will  be  able  to  find  out  what 
is  going  on  in  the  Jewish  world.  Your 


moral  support  will  be  a  signal  to  our 
unfair  antagonists  that  we  are  ready 
to  meet  their  attacks.  You  will  be 
able  to  exchange  views  on  our  common 
problems  and  gradually  you  will  find 
that  you  belong  with  your  people  and 
that  your  past  conduct  of  having  stood 
aloof  is  merely  the  result  of  inertia. 
You  will  discover  that  you  were  asleep 
and  that  now  you  are  awake — awake 
to  the  fact  that  our  only  hope  is  in 
unity,  in  a  united  defense  of  the  right 
to  live  like  other  people. 

Learn  to  fraternize  under  a  Jewish 
atmosphere.  You  will  then  realize  the 
truth  of  the  expression  that  a  minority 
well  organized  can  accomplish  more 
than  an  unorganized  majority. 


EXPRESSION  OF  CONDOLENCE 

Our  sincere  expressions  of  condo- 
lence are  extended  to  Mr.  Nathan  A. 
Arvins,  of  1488  Carroll  Street,  upon 
the  loss  of  his  beloved  father  on  June 
15,  1935;  and  to  Mr.  Philip  F.  Fein- 
berg,  of  1340  Carroll  Street,  upon  the 


NEW  BOOKS 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 

mounta])le  in  the  case  of  poetry.  Not 
only  must  the  translator  keep  the  ori- 
ginal rhythm,  but  he  must  also  pene- 
trate the  soul  of  the  poet,  and  give  the 
hidden  meaning  behind  the  bare  words 
that  the  poet  wanted  to  reveal.  Dr.  A. 
Asen  has  succeeded  admirably  in  this 
field.  He  has  made  it  his  life-work 
to  translate  into  Yiddish  some  of  the 
master  works  of  the  classic  English 
poets.  He  is  a  true  poet  himself, 
though  he  has  not  produced  original 
jxjetry.  If  he  had,  he  could  not  have 
made  such  exquisite  translations.  He 
has  succeeded  in  revealing  a  beauty 
and  power  in  Yiddish  expressions 
which  many  of  us,  even  though  we 
speak  it,  never  realized  it  possessed. 
The  booklets  are  beautifully  printed, 
with  fine  biographical  introductions. 
To  those  who  read  Yiddish  these  works 
are  heartily  recommended  as  true  Yid- 
dish classics,  which,  at  the  same  time, 
reveal  the  beauty  of  some  of  the  richest 
poetic  creations  in  the  English  langu- 
age. 


THE  JEWISH  POPULATION  OF  GERMANY 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 


As  for  births,  the  first  year  of  the 
Nazi  regime  witnessed  a  negligible  in- 
crease. The  number  of  births  being 
37,083  in  1933  against  36,173  in  1932, 
and  the  excess  of  deaths  over  births 
during  the  former  year  was  14,092, 
compared  with  11,203  in  1932.  Jewish 
births  decreased  from  962  in  1932  to 
866  in  1933,  but  the  excess  of  deaths 
over  births  in  1933  was  1616,  com- 
pared with  1661  in  1932. 

Detailed  Jewish  marriage,  births  and 
deaths  statistics  for  the  years  1932  and 
1933  follow: 

Marriages                                      1932  1933 

Jewish                                         823  802 

Jewish  men  to  non-Jewish  women  356  409 

Jewish  women  to  non-Jewish  men  140  137 
Jewish  men  to  women  without 

religious  affiliation                   64  54 
Jewish  women  to  men  without 

religious  affiliation                    72  67 

Births                                          962  866 

Deaths                                       2,623  2.482 

Deaths — One  year  or  under               35  24 

Excess  of  Deaths  over  births           1,661  1,616 


Solingen 

140,160 

220 

60 

Muelheim 

133,280 

520 

1  10 

Hindenburg 

130,430 

1,150 

10 

Luebeck 

129,430 

500 

130 

Munich  Gladb. 

126,630 

910 

50 

Muenster 

122,210 

560 

20 

Bielefeld 

121,030 

800 

90 

Plauen 

11 3,860 

520 

100 

Harburg-Wihl'burg 

1  12,590 

320 

90 

Gleiwitz 

1  1 1 ,060 

1,830 

90 

Ludwigshafen 

107,340 

1,070 

140 

Remscheid 

101,190 

270 

10 

Wuerzburg 

101,000 

2,140 

200 

Buthen 

101,584 

3,150 

210 

All  large  cities 

19,802,340 

354,120 

36,800 

CONTRARY  to  expectations  inter- 
marriages with  non-Jews  contin- 
ued during  the  first  year  of  the  Nazi 
regime  and  even  increased.  In  fact, 
a  total  of  409  Jewish  men  were  mar- 
ried to  non-Jewish  women,  compared 
with  356  during  1932.  Jewish  womefi 
married  to  non-Jews  during  1933  num- 
bered 137,  compared  with  140  in  1932. 
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THE  AMERICAN  MERCURY  ON  RABBI 
LEVINTHAL'S  NEW  BOOK- 
OTHER  REVIEWS 


The  June  issue  of  the  American 
Mercury  has  an  interesting  review  of 
Rabbi  Levinthal's  book  "Judaism  — 
An  Analysis  and  an  Interpretation", 
in  which  it  says:  .  .  In  this  book 
Dr.  Levinthal  has  endeavored  to  bring 
to  Jew  and  Gentile  aHke  a  clearer  and 
richer  understanding  of  the  spiritual 
values  inherent  in  the  traditions  of 
orthodox  Judaism.  .  .  .  Taken  as  a 
whole,  it  is  a  valuable  and  informa- 
tive work.  .  .  ." 

The  Boston  Evening  Transcript  in 
a  lengthy  review,  comments :  "The 
series  of  synagogue  discourses  com- 
ix)sing  Rabbi  Levinthal's  'Judaism'  is 
written  in  the  best  Jewish  tradition: 
scholarly,  spirited,  concerned  with  dis- 
tinctive Jewish  values,  and  generously 
colored  with  rabbinic  lore.  .  .  .  Rabbi 
Levinthal  is  at  home  in  the  learning 
of  the  synagogue  and  is  not  unread  in 
current  thought.  His  gift  for  homiletic 
expression  brings  charm  to  his  pages 
and  lifts  many  a  paragraph  from  the 
drab  level  of  academic  exposition." 


The  Palestine  Post  {Jerusalem) : 
"Dr.  Levinthal's  attempt  in  this  vol- 
ume is  to  recall  Jewish  readers  to  their 
own  heritage.  Like  many  other  Jewish 
teachers  he  has  to  bridge  the  gap  be- 
tween his  own  learning  and  solid  con- 
victions and  his  hearers'  ignorance  and 
indeterminate  standards.  His  presen- 
tation of  Judaism  cannot  satisfy  all 
Jewish  minds;  many  will  regard  it  as 
still  another  compromise  between  Ju- 
daism and  the  world,  or  even,  at 
times,  a  forcing  of  that  free,  and 
sometimes  even  unkempt,  organic 
growth,  which  is  Judaism,  into  moulds 
which  never  have  been  seriously  used 
and  never  needed  by  Judaism.  Dr. 
Levinthal  touches  on  most  of  the 
present-day  burning  questions,  both 
those  which  concern  the  Jews'  attitude 
toward  their  own  rehgion,  and  those 
which  concern  the  position  of  the  Jew- 
ish religion  in  respect  of  the  social 
difficulties  of  to-day.  He  has  a  mind 
well  stocked  both  with  the  lessons  of 
traditional  Judaism  and  with  modern 


controversy;  and  above  all,  he  is  sym- 
pathetic with  the  yoimger  generation 
in  their  difficulties. 

The  Winston-Salem  (N.  C.)  Twin 
City  Sentinel:  "Very  few  Gentiles  are 
familiar  with  Judaism  and  to  them 
this  book  will  bring  immediate  and 
thorough  enlightenment." 

Emil  Wharton  Dudley  in  the  Brook- 
lyn Citizen:  "The  book  is  eminently 
readable  and  will  certainly  appeal  to 
the  laymen  who  have  not  the  taste  or 
the  experience  for  ponderous  theologi- 
cal dialetics.  .  .  .  His  book  is  intelligent 
and  interesting,  and,  as  noted  above, 
admirably  lucid  in  exposition." 

Rev.  Dr.  Harry  S.  Lewis,  of  the  In- 
stitute of  Jewish  Religion,  writes: 
"Books  of  sermons — even  sermons  of 
excellent  preachers — usually  make  un- 
satisfactory reading.  But  your  volume 
stands  out  finely  under  this  test.  Na- 
turally, you  score  heavily  through  your 
numerous  happy  illustrations  from 
Talmud  and  Midrash,  invariably  apt 
and  often  so  original.  It  is  more  im- 
portant, however,  that  you  always  have 
something  important  to  say,  and  that 
you  say  it  so  simply  and  well.  I  don't 
always  agree  with  your  conclusions  and 
{Continued  on  next  Page) 
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WE  CARRY  A  COMPLETE  LINE  OF 

FRUIT  BASKETS 

RDR  EVERY  OCCASION 


THE  BROOKLYN  JEWISH 
CENTER'S  OFFICIAL  FLORIST 


Telephone:  Dkkens  2-4000 


ANDRON'S 

The  Catskill  Mountain  House 

"The  Distinguished  Resort  with  the  World  Famed  View" 
BEACHVIEW.  NEW  YORK 


Loftiest  and  most  ma'gnlficent  crest  In  the  mountains 
with  a  view  of  seven  states.  Private  golf  course,  tennis 
courts,  handball,  boating,  private  lake,  swimming,  riding, 
bowling,  billiards,  ping  pong,  excellent  social  and  athletic 
staff. 

Two  hundred   delightful  rooms,  private  baths. 
Dietary  Laws  observed. 

• 

For  Reservations  call — CHiclcerIng  4-8068 
New  York  Address:  II  West  42nd  Street 

Write  for  our  illustrated  booklet. 
Kaaterskill   Station   near  Tannersville. 
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probably  I  am  not  the  only  one  of 
your  readers  who  differs  from  you  at 
times.  But  I  am  sure  that  no  one  can 
read  your  fine  presentation  of  Judaism 
without  being  the  better  for  his  peru- 
sal." 

Rabbi  Eugene  Kohn,  in  The  Re  con- 
structionist:  (The  reviewer  takes  ex- 
ception to  certain  analyses  and  then 
proceeds)  "Despite  these  defects,  the 
book  is  a  very  readable  exf>osition  of 
traditional  ideas  on  the  subjects  which 
it  discusses.  If  only  as  an  anthology 
of  Biblical  and  Rabbinical  passages  on 
these  themes  it  is  an  interesting  contri- 
bution to  the  Jewish  literature  avail- 
able in  the  English  language.  We  be- 
lieve that  it  will  find  many  appreciative 
readers." 

Samuel  A.  Kaufman  in  the  Brook- 
lyn Standard  Union:  "...  Dr.  Lev- 
inthal's  conception  of  Judaism  incor- 
porates virtually  all  the  most  liberal 
and  humane  ideas  extant.  If  he  brings 
them  in  by  means  of  discriminating 
research  in  the  Talmud  for  the  most 
suitable  sayings  and  by  a  sometimes 
strained  interpretation  of  them,  this 
can  be  readily  forgiven.  The  point  is 
that  he  does  bring  them  in." 


The  Council  Chronicle  (of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Jewish  Women,  N.  Y.)  :  "The 
book  is  a  valuable  contribution  to 
Anglo-Jewish  literature  of  a  religious 
nature,  scholarly  in  approach,  masterly 
in  content,  and  fascinating  in  the  sim- 
plicity and  clarity  of  its  presentation." 

NOTICE  OF  UNVEILING 

The  unveiling  of  the  monument  in 
honor  of  our  late  member,  Haiman 
Friedwald,  will  be  held  on  Sunday 
morning,  June  23rd,  1935  at  11:30 
o'clock  at  the  Washington  Cemetery 
( Section  4  grounds  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Tarnover  Society). 

THE  SABBATH 

Kindling  of  Candles  at  8:14  P.  M. 

Friday  Evening  Services  at  6:00. 

Sabbath  Morning  Services  (Parsha 
Beha'a'los'cho)  will  commence  at  8:45 
A.  M.  Rabbi  Levinthal  will  preach  the 
sermon. 

Junior  Congregation  Services  in  the 
Beth  Hamcdrash  at  9:30  A.  M. 

Class  in  Ein  Yaakob  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Mr.  Benjamin  Hirsh  at  5  :30 
P.  M. 

DAILY  SERVICES 

Morning  Services  at  7 :00  and  7 :30. 
Mincha  Services  at  8:15  P.  M. 


RESERVE  YOUR  HIGH  HOLY  DAY 
SEATS  BEFORE  LEAVING  FOR 
YOUR  VACATION 

The  Religious  Service  Committee, 
headed  by  Mr.  Abraham  Ginsburg,  ad- 
vises the  members  to  i)lease  make  their 
reservations  for  seats  for  the  coming 
High  Holy  Days  with  the  least  possible 
delay.  This  will  assure  them  of  choice 
locations.  Rosh  Hashonah  will  be  ob- 
served on  September  28th  and  29th 
and  Yom  Kippur  on  October  7th. 

The  services  in  the  Main  synagogue 
will  be  conducted  by  Rev.  Samuel 
Kantor,  assisted  by  a  choir.  Rabbi 
Israel  H.  Levinthal  will  preach. 

Additional  services  will  be  held  as 
usual  in  the  auditorium  of  the  building. 


BAR  MITZVAHS 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  H.  Dushkind 
announce  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of  Jay 
Irwin  Norek,  which  was  held  at  the 
Center  on  Saturday,  June  15,  1935. 
Heartiest  congratulations. 

The  Bar  Mitzvah  of  Albert  Jaffe, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  N.  Jaffe, 
will  be  held  at  the  Center,  Saturday, 
June  29,  1935.  Congratulations  and 
best  wishes. 


REDUCED  RATES  IN  EFFECT,  JULY  and  AUGUST 

—  AT  — 

THE 

WILD  ROSE  GARDENS 

"KESSLER'S" 

For  Information 
Write,  phone,  or  wire — 

The  Wild  Rose  Gardens 

P.  O.  Box  51  1,  Morristown.  N.  J. 
Tel.  Mt.  Freedom  48 

®  Rooms  with  Bath 

ft  Dietary  Laws  Observed 
®  Camp  Activities 
®  All  Athletic  Facilities 
•  Dancing  and  Entertain- 
ment 

9  Only  1  Hour  from  N.  Y. 

"Your  Country  Home" 

Special  for  JULY  FOURTH— 4  Full  Days— $13.00  and  up. 

—  A  VISIT  V/ILL  CONVINCE  YOU  — 

DIGNIFIED  AND 
DISTINCTIVE  SER- 
VICES AT  HOME 
OR  CHAPEL 


FLATBUSH  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 
.  .  .  WM.  SHERMAN  AND  SONS 
FUNERAL    DIRECTO  R  S 


1283  CONEY  ISLAND 
AVENUE  .  .  .  BROOK- 
LYN. NEW  YORK  .  .  . 

Phones:  PUlaski  5-0167 
&  MIdwood  8-3300  .  .  . 

Branch:  125  Varet  St. 


Remember  How  Cold 
It  Was  Last  Winter? 


Well,  even  though  it's  blazing  hot 
now,  winter  will  be  with  us  again 
sooner  than  you  expect.  Therefore 
you  will  be  wise  to  think  of  a 

SIMPLEX  OIL  BURNER 

to  replace  the  old  fashioned  and 
costly  coal  furnace.  The  savings  you 
will  derive  from  a  Simplex,  and  its 
efficiency  will  surprise  you. 
NOW  is  the  time  to  INSTALL  it! 


Ask  for  Information  and  Estimates. 


SIMPLEX 

OIL  BURNING  SYSTEMS 

Everite  Utilities  Corporation 

Distributors 
256  FLATBUSH  AVENUE  EXTENSION 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.         Tel.  CUmberland  6-2664-5 
N.  A.  Arvins,  President 
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which  if  persisted  in  will  result  to 
the  great  disadvantage  of  the  Jew- 
ish Nation.  Ifalso  can  be  of  no  ad- 
vantage to  the  general  (West  In- 
dia) Company  but  rather  damaging. 

There  are  many  of  the  Nation 
who  have  lost  their  possessions  at 
Pernambuco  and  have  arrived  from 
there  in  great  poverty,  and  part  of 
them  have  been  dispersed  here  and 
there.  So  that  your  petitioners  had 
to  expend  large  sums  of  money  for 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  through 
lack  of  opportunity  all  cannot  remain 
here  to  Hve.  And  as  they  cannot  go 
to  Spain  or  Portugal  because  of  the 
Inquisition,  a  great  part  of  the  a- 
foresaid  people  must  in  time  be 
obliged  to  depart  for  other  territor- 
ies of  their  High  Mightinesses  the 
States-General  and  their  companies, 
in  order  there,  through  their  labor 
and  efforts,  to  be  able  to  exist  under 
the  protection  of  the  administrators 
of  your  honorable  directors,  observ- 
ing and  obeying  your  Honors'  orders 
and  commands. 

Yonder  land  is  extensive  and 
spacious.  The  more  of  loyal  people 
that  go  to  live  there,  the  better  it  is 
in  regard  to  the  population  of  the 
country  as  in  regard  to  the  payment 
of  various  excises  and  taxes  which 
may  be  imposed  there,  and  in  regard 
to  the  increase  of  trade,  and  also  to 
the  importation  of  all  the  necessaries 
that  may  be  sent  there. 

Your  Honors  should  also  consider 
that  the  honorable  lords,  the  burgo- 
masters of  the  city  and  the  honor- 
able high  illustrious  mighty  lords, 
the  States-General,  have  in  political 
matters  always  protected  and  con- 
sidered the  Jewish  Nation  as  upon 
the  same  footing  as  all  the  inhabi- 
tants and  burghers.  Also  it  is  con- 
ditioned in  the  treaty  of  perpetual 
peace  with  the  King  of  Spain  that 
the  Jewish  Nation  shall  also  enjoy 
the  same  liberty  as  all  other  inhabi- 
tants of  these  lands. 

Your  Honors  should  also  please 
consider  that  many  of  the  Jewish 
Nation  are  principal  shareholders  in 
the  (West  India)  Company.  They 
having  always  striven  their  best  for 
the  (West  India)  Company,  and 
many  of  their  nation  have  lost  im- 
mense and  great  capital  in  its  shares 
anfl  obligations. 

The  (West  India)  Company  has 
by  a  general  resolution  consented 


that  those  who  wish  to  populate  the 
colony  shall  enjoy  certain  districts 
of  land  gratis.  Why  should  now 
certain  subjects  of  this  state  not  be 
allowed  to  travel  thither  and  live 
there?  The  French  consent  that  the 
Portuguese  Jews  may  traffic  and 
live  in  Martinique,  Christopher  and 
others  of  their  territories,  whither 
also  some  have  gone  from  here,  as 
your  Honors  know.  The  English 
also  consent  at  the  present  time  that 
the  Portuguese  and  Jewish  Nation 
may  go  from  London  and  settle  at 
Barbados,  whither  also  some  have 
gone. 

As  foreign  nations  consent  that 
the  Jewish  Nation  may  go  to  live 
and  trade  in  their  territories,  how 
can  your  Honors  forbid  the  same 
and  refuse  transportation  to  this 
Portuguese  Nation  who  reside  here 
and  have  been  born  here  and  con- 
firmed burghers,  and  this  to  a  land 
that  needs  people  for  its  increase? 

Therefore  the  petitioners  request, 
for  the  reasons  given  above  (as  also 
others  which  they  omit  to  avoid  pro- 
lixity), that  your  Honors  be  pleased 
not  to  exclude  but  to  grant  the  Jew- 
ish Nation  passage  to  and  residence 
in  that  country ;  otherwise  this  would 
result  in  a  great  prejudice  to  their 
reputation.  Also  that  by  an  apostille 
and  act  the  Jewish  Nation  be  per- 
mitted, together  with  other  inhabi- 
tants,   to   travel,    live    and  traffic 
there,  and  with  them  enjoy  liberty 
on   condition   of    contributing  like 
others,  &c.  which  doing  &c. 
This  petition  was  granted  at  Am- 
sterdam  in   a   letter   of  instructions 
dated  April  26,  1655,  and  sent  to  Peter 
Stuyvesant,  who  had  written  on  Sep- 
tember 22,  1654,  requesting  that  the 
Tews  "be  not  allowed  further  to  infect 
and  trouble  this  new  colony." 

We  would  have  liked  to  efTectuate 
and  fulfill  your  wishes  and  request 
that  the  new  territories  should  no 
more  be  allowed  to  be  infected  by 
people  of  the  Jewish  Nation,  for  we 
foresee  therefrom  the  same  difficul- 
ties which  you  fear,  but  after  having 
weighed  and  considered  the  matter, 
we  observe  that  this  would  be  some- 
what unreasonable  and  unfair,  es- 
pecially because  of  the  considerable 
loss  sustained  by  this  nation,  with 
others,  in  the  taking  of  Brazil,  as 
also  because  of  the  large  amount  of 
capital  which  they  still  have  invested 


in  the  shares  of  this  (West  India) 
Company.  Therefore  after  many  de- 
liberations we  have  finally  decided 
and  resolved  to  apostille  upon  a  cer- 
tain petition  presented  by  said  Por- 
tuguese Jews  that  these  people  may 
travel  and  trade  to  and  in  New 
Netherland  and  live  and  remain 
there,  provided  the  poor  among  them 
shall  not  become  a  burden  to  the 
compan\'  or  to  the  community,  but 
be  supported  by  their  own  nation. 
You  will  now  govern  yourself  ac- 
cordingly. 

This  reply  from  Amsterdam  ended 
the  dispute.  The  Jews  made  definite 
plans  to  remain.  They  rented  houses, 
obtained  land  for  a  cemetery  and  or- 
ganized a  congregation.  Thus,  as  a 
result  of  the  arrival  of  the  "Saint 
Charles,"  there  occurred  the  first  sub- 
stantial settlement  of  the  Jews  in  the 
American  Colonies. 


AN  APPRAISAL  OF 
"JUDAISM" 

(Continued  from  Page  10) 
lectually  or  emotionally  "converted," 
btit  within  which  he  must  be  "absorb- 
ed." 

At  the  same  time,  I  am  tempted  to 
think  that  this  conception  of  a  "Jew- 
ish v)eople"  is  itself,  today,  an  abstrac- 
tion, land  that  . -Dr.  Le'vinthal  here 
verges  very  close  to  Nazi  "raceology." 
After  all,  if  I  marry  a  Jewess  to-mor- 
row, have  I  any  guarantee  that  by  vir- 
tue of  her  birth  alone  she  is  spiritually 
and  consciously  "absorbed"  in  the  Jew- 
ish people?  She  may  be,  but  it  does 
not  follow  automatically. 

In  Rabbinic  language,  what  assur- 
ance have  we  that  the  born  Jew  is 
really  sensible  of  Judaism  and  "dwells 
under  the  wings  of  the  Shechinah" 
automatically?  Absolutely  hone. 
Hence,  for  all  practical  purposes,  it 
becomes  a  question  whether  I  should 
marry  a  Jewess  who  may  be  uncon- 
scious of  Judaism,  or  a  Gentile  who, 
though  not  born  within  the  national 
fold,  wijl  nevertheless  absorb  its  essen- 
tial culture.  Admittedly,  it  is  a  choice 
between  imperfections,  but  none  the 
less  it  is  a  real  and  fair  question  for  a 
true  Jew.  One  would  have  appreciated 
a  discussion  of  this  point  from  so 
honest  a  teacher  as  Dr.  .Levinthal. 

The  Rabbi  of  the  Brooklyn  Jewish 
Center  has  written  what  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  best  modern  exposition  of 
Judaism  in  the  language.  It  is  a  thor- 
oi:ghly  splendid  work,  and  its  author 
is  to  be  not  only  congratulated,  but 
also  most  warmly  and  heartily  thanked. 
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